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Liability Disclaimer – All material in this magazine represents the opinions of the authors and does not carry any endorsement by the   

Editor or the Committee, Ballarat Light Car Club has no official connection with any public or commercial organisation and it does not provide 

product recommendations. Names of commercial products mentioned in this magazine are registered names and trademarks of their      

owners. Copyright Notice – Material in this magazine may be copied by any other club without fee or written permission provided that the 

copyright rests with the Ballarat Light Car Club. The copies are not to be used for commercial advantage and the origins of the material and 

this permission to copy are acknowledged in the reprinted item. The Nissan Car Club-Australia is acknowledged as the source for the wording 

of this Disclaimer.  
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
with Michele Bayley 
 

Welcome to New Members 

 Jamie Belshaw 
 Wayne & Deirdre Holness   
 

Club Driving Instructors 

Arron Seccomb Leon Pegg 

Barney Haddon Les Noonan 

Ben McKee Mick Goossens  

Chris Hall  Paul Gladman 

Damian Faulkner Paul Hocking 

Damian Quirk Peter Elis  

Darren Wythe Reg Johnosn 

David Stewart Richard Gay 

Garry Doyle Rob Prosser  

Gary Harrowfield Rod Hall  

Greg Pitt  Russell McKenzie  

Ian Brain Wayne Drew 

John Bourke    

Keith McElroy  
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Non Committee Positions 
AX Series — Chris Hall 

      Phone 5342 4397 

Hill Climb Panel— Barney Haddon 

      Phone: 5335 5112 Mobile: 0437 167 790 

MK Series  — Wanted  
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2015 CALENDER EVENTS 

Date Event Venue 
Organising 

Club Series Director 

May      

23rd AX Rnd 4 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC AX Rnd4 CDC 5 TBA 

29th –31st Snow Trip High Country BLCC 4x4  Garry Doyle 

June      

7th Sunday Drive Clunes BLCC  Sean Payne 

14th MK Rnd2 & KX Rnd 1 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC 
MK-2  KX-1 

CDC5 
David Stewart 

20th Nissan Nightmoves Heathcoate NCCA CTC3  

July      

4th-26th 
Flinders Rangers and  

Simpson Desert 
 BLCC 4x4  Garry Doyle 

5th Sunday Drive Maryborough BLCC  Keith McElroy 

12th Winton Sprints Winton near Benalla Benalla AC CDC 6   

19th MK RND 3 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC MK Rd3  TBA 

August      

2nd Sunday Drive Bacchus Marsh BLCC  Dave Stewart 

9th Khanacros Rnd 2 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC KX Rnd 2 TBA 

23th Sandown Sprint Sandown HSCCV CDC 7 TBA 

30th  Khanacros Rnd 3 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC KX Rnd 3 TBA 

September      

6th Fathers Day/ Sunday Drive Winery BLCC  Ross Barnett  

12th Tunbridge Novice Trial Mt Cole & Avoca BLCC  
Garry Doyle / Sean 

Payne 

19th Spring 200   CTC3  

October      

4th Sunday Drive TBA BLCC  Keith McElroy 

18th Khanacros Rnd 4 Mk Rnd 4 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC KX & MK Rnd 4 TBA 

24th Blue Rock Stages  PAC CT 4  

25th Fuel Economy Run Around Ballarat   Keith McElroy 

November      

1st Sunday Drive Daylesford BLCC  TBA 

7th—8th COGS Carnival BLCC M/S Complex BLCC  TBA 

15th Begonia Rally VRC  BLCC  Arron Secombe 

December      

6th 
Geordie Fawcett Memorial 

AX & Show and Shine 
BLCC M/S Complex BLCC  TBA 
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We would like to honour these vehicles with a photograph on     

permanent display on a wall in the clubrooms. Please give us a copy 

of your favourite photograph of each H or CH plated vehicle that 

you have on the club list, for this display. 

Due to the large number, please keep the photo to postcard size 

(about 15 cm x 10 cm). On the back of the photo please put the 

year, make and model of the vehicle, together with your              

membership number or name (depending on how low profile you 

wish to remain!). Keith McElroy will be responsible for maintaining 

this display. Ideally bring your photos to him at Friday night’s club 

meeting, or post them in to PO Box 400, if you cannot attend. 

 

 

Club Permit—Inspection  Bookings 

Ring Dave Stewart  on 0419 539 083   or e-mail                  

david@transportablehomesvic.com.au to arrange inspection. 

 

 

 

MK Rnd 2 & KX Rnd 1 Venue change for round 2 Motorkhana and 

Khanacros round 1 from Majorca to Ballarat Motorsport Complex 

Club Permit Activities - See report in this bulletin on planned  CH 

and H plate vehicles drive days  all welcome   

CAMS Training CAMS and the Victorian Flag marshalling Team are 

proud to announce the return of the popular Victorian Officials 

Training Expo on Saturday June 27 at Sandown International       

Raceway.  

Daryl Tunbridge Intro Trial—Pencil in the 12th September and let 

Sean, Adam or Ashley know if your available to help out with this 

great event. It takes 80+ helpers to run on the day so any assistance 

is greatly appreciated. 

The Club Should be Proud… 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

… of our fleet of Historic vehicles (183 the last total I heard). That is 

a lot of history we are preserving for our own pleasure and for the 

community at large.  

NEWS IN BRIEF 

Website info 

http://

mailto:david@transportablehomesvic.com.au
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Ok you can put away your pitch forks and torches after last month’s 

announcement of the infamous $25 Volunteering Levy. For everyone 

that disagreed there was one that did. I think it was great as in    

created some passion within the club and had us all talking. If you 

did or didn’t agree with it there was a mutual ground and that is we 

all want the club to succeed and grow. After that Friday night 

meeting and I do apologise as some people didn’t come out for the 

discussion as I said I wasn’t going to be there due to my daughter’s 

birthday, Poppy was forgiving and allowed me to attend the meeting, 

and I felt that I needed to attend as the president and a member of 

the  committee. 

So What Happens From Here? Well as most people may know I was 

born into the club a few moons ago, and have been a proud member 

since 1991 (one of the first junior members) and I can remember the 

place buzzing with members at the club meetings on the last Friday 

night of the month. In those days the formal meeting went for 30 

mins , if you wanted to talk the curtain’s would be drawn and you 

would talk out the back near the pool table area , any if you were to 

loud , John Bourke or Teddy Davis would give you the SHHH. There 

was trade nights, Navigational schools, Guest speakers, celebrity 

heads etc etc. The beers would be following as was the bullshat, but 

it was a meeting place, a sense of community. It didn’t matter what 

you drove, where you worked, you were a LCCA/BLCC member and 

that’s all that mattered.  

So what’s changed? Why have we seen a decrease in members at 

meeting – events? We are still the BLCC aren’t we? Is it we are so 

busy? Is it 7 day trading? Is it because we live in the world of        

technology?  

Bugger the why? I have been thinking about the how’s, and have 

been discussing this with a few different members over the last 

month. And we need to go back to basics, the things that used to 

work. I don’t mean the safari suits and walker socks in the 70’s or the 

mullet hair style like Richard Gay had. I mean why we used attend 

the club meeting, talking to the members this was a social night 

worth looking forward to during the month. I was speaking with 

Dave Jowett and one of his comments made my ears prick up. Before 

the internet we would come along to the meeting with a need, a 

need of another club members help on information on a part or how 

to do something , now days we just ask Google (Google seems to be 

a mechanic, a doctor, a pimp ?) and we have the answer. Are we 

becoming more anti-social with this technology? 

Over the month a ran a small survey on Facebook, I set some       

answers but left an opportunity for members to write their own 

ideas. Some of the answers where: The drink driving laws, I can’t 

change that one but I suggest car-pooling? Change the night from a 

Friday , apart from the meeting being traditionally the last Friday 

night of the month, if we did change it would it make a difference as 

everyone has commitments most nights during the week.  Trade 

nights hit the top of the charts, followed by guest speakers, trivia 

nights, drive nights, the biggest surprise to me is that video/movie 

nights weren’t popular at all.  

So my idea that I put to the committee, is let’s get back to the     

basics. Thanks to Wayne Drew, David Jowett and Chris Bourke, for 

kicking my brain into gear on this. Let’s remove the tables at 

meetings, name tags for everyone, meetings to start at 8.00 pm on 

the dot, no more previous minutes to be read (they will be printed 

in The Bulletin and hard copies at the meeting) Formal meeting to 

be only 30mins, if you don’t want to participate in the meeting, you 

can draw the curtain and talk out the back. There will be trade 

nights, drive nights (Navigational and 4x4). The pool table area 

needs a tidy up so people get play pool. I have a few other ideas that 

you will notice over the next few months.  

I can see your faces now going what the bloody hell is Harry doing? 

How does this help get more volunteers or people around the club? 

It’s about the feeling of belonging like a family, as Nigel and Wayne 

said they for long periods they hadn't been able to participat in 

events but payed their membership every year as they want to stay 

connected to the BLCC. But have returned now, we don’t want to 

turn people away with levies, and as the discussion at the last club 

night we all are fighting the common fight, and that’s we need more 

support from members at events. There is a social side starting up 

over the next month also for people that just want the road tour, 

wine tour etc.  

I think a lot of good come from the meeting and the discussions held 

over the last month and looking forward to the future of the club. If 

you have any ideas or suggestion drop me a line. 

Thanks to Wayne Drew, Dave Stewart, Keith McElroy, Ash Mabbitt, 

Barney Haddon, Ross Barnett, Chris Bourke and all the other        

contributors over the last month. Please don’t forget you have a 

voice at the club and I recommend that you use it.  

May is a busy month with the planning of the AGM, and the        

opportunity for members to stand for committee, have you thought 

about it this year? Last year seen the first election in a number of 

years, this year there is four members up for nomination, with one 

member not standing for re-election. With the one position vacant 

and the three other positions it would be great to see others stand 

for them. If you have any further questions have a chat with a    

committee member. 

I would like to pass on the committees and clubs condolences to the 

Jowett family with the passing of Dave’s mother. My understanding 

that she has been unwell for many years after the loss of her life 

partner and husband. Our thoughts and prayers are with the Jowett 

family during this sad and trying time. 

This month’s club night we will be having an information and Q&A 

session on the hot topic of the club permit scheme, to protect the 

club and its users with the new rules, as it seems VicPol are all over 

it at present and are pulling up H plated cars left right and centre. So 

come prepared with some questions for Dave Stewart.  

Looking forward to catching up at the club. 

Arron Harry Secombe  

President  

2012-2015  
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Notice of Annual General Meeting 

 

The Annual General Meeting of The Ballarat Light Car Club will be held on the 31st  JULY 2015 at the Club Rooms at Ballarat 

Airport. Please arrive at 7pm for a 7:30pm start to the meeting .  

 

President Arron Secombe will present his annual report and Treasurer Nigel Stevens will present his financial report.  

The  annual Clubman award will also be made during the evening.  

 

Any items of business to be dealt with at this meeting need to given to the Secretary by the 3rd  July 2015 or posted to PO Box 

400 Ballarat 3353 by 10th July .   

Between 3rd July and 10th July 2015 please submit items of business to Arron Secombe  if not submitting by mail.  

 

This year 2015 there will be 4 vacancies on our committee. 

 

 The following people all finish their respective terms Michele Bayley, Nigel Stevens,  Noel Peers and  Arron Secombe. Nigel 

Stevens has indicated he will not be seeking re-election. Therefore we have 4 vacancies. So now is your chance folks, if you 

think you can offer some fresh ideas please put your hand up. It would be nice to again have enough nominations to require 

an election and keep  a full committee of 12 so we can continue to spread the load a bit. If you want to come and try before 

you buy please speak to one of us and we can co-opt you on for the next three months or part there of. Please give it the 

thought it deserves.  

 

The committee nomination form is elsewhere in your bulletin. Nominations need to be given or mailed to the Secretary by the 

3rd  July 2015 

Between 3rd July and 10th  July 2015 please submit nominations to Arron Secombe 
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FOUR WHEEL DRIVE NEWS 

Garry Doyle                                                                  

Four Wheel Drive Victoria 

Four Wheel Drive Vic has received its RTO reaccreditation which is 
great news.  We can once again run the accredited training.  There 
are more courses to develop but the first is always the most chal-
lenging. 
 
Clean Up the Bush has had a successful outcome in the Bunyip and 
Gembrook forests with tonnes of rubbish collected.  DFEWLP are 
extremely happy with the outcome.  FWDV is celebrating its      
fortieth anniversary on Queen’s Birthday weekend with a big bash 
in Mansfield.     
 
Next March will be another big event where we want as many   
people as possible to attend.  This will be replacing the Beyond 
Hotham event.  It’ll be cheaper, camping for the week in the    
Buckland Valley and plenty of trips, training and demonstrations.  
We have sponsors and clubs getting involved.  I am organizing it 
and will start with a weekend meeting of interested people in the 
Buckland on the weekend of the 30th and 31st of this month. It’ll be 
a great opportunity to promote our club. 

 
Our Calendar 
We have a few great events coming up. If you want to participate 
on any event, please let either Michelle Stoel or Garry Doyle know.  
This helps us plan the trip and make it safe for everyone. 
 
SA Beaches Queen’s Birthday long weekend – June 6th to 8th  
This trip is a repeat of last year’s fabulous trips driving on the 
beaches in South Australia.  The driving is tough, the sand is soft 
and the dunes are steep, which all adds to the fun.  We’ll camp in a 
caravan park so camper trailers are welcome. Contact Michelle for 
details.  This trip is in conjunction with the Mt Gambier Club. 
 
Simpson Desert/Flinders Ranges – July 4th to 26th 
This trip has over 10 cars going and will be a trip of a lifetime.   
Taking in two iconic areas of this great country, we’ll be camping 
our way around four states and a territory.  Times running out if 
you want to join us as there’s planning and preparation to be done.  
Call Garry if you want to join us. 
 

Easter Trip 2015 
The trip was scheduled to be four days into the toughest country 
Victoria could throw up.  The weather forecast for the week or so 
leading up to Easter had it raining most days with quite cool       
temperatures.  In preparing for the trip, I had picked up two       
separate books with Butcher Country trip notes as I thought this 
would be an easy way of running a trip.  Both books advised    
strongly of not venturing into Butcher Country if it’s wet.  It’s far 
too dangerous.  I spoke to a colleague of mine from Mt Hotham, 
Gavin Moody, and he said we’d have to be nuts going there in the 
wet.  So the lead up to the weekend didn’t look to good.  I had 
maps of the entire area and the notes, but also was thinking about 
an escape plan. 
 
Butcher Country runs between Licola in the South to Howitt High 
Plains in the North.  It has two major river systems, the Macalister 
and the Caledonia.  There are also numerous  other smaller water 
courses as well.   

The country is known for its steep tracks, deep valleys and general 
isolation.  It’s no place to be if the elements don’t stack up in your 
favour.  So the plan had to be flexible. 
 
Friday saw a group of 8 cars assemble at the Leigh Creek Roadhouse 
ready to roll on time.  The wind was a lazy wind – it went straight 
through you and was very strong and very cold.  It looked a little like 
rain but we’d wait until we got to Licola.  To add some concern, the 
Fires App on my phone also indicated a bush fire in the area we 
were travelling to and it had been going for two days.  We’d planned 
a stop at the BP at Packenham first where we’d have a stretch and a 
coffee.  By the time we got there the weather had started to get 
better.  There was sunshine and the wind had dropped.  We’d travel 
on to Traralgon for lunch and fuel and then make our way north 
around Lake Glenmaggie to Licola where we’d evaluate our trip.  
Traralgon was crowded and there wasn’t much open for lunch being 
Good Friday, but we all managed.  From Traralgon through Glen-
ngarry to Licola was uneventful but we did notice a large helicopter 
in a     paddock just south of Licola.  In Licola we stopped and I asked 
at the store about the fire.  There was no notice and they hadn’t 
heard a thing so assumed the track was open.  The weather was also 
clear and the tracks were bone dry.  Let’s find a campsite for the 
night and tomorrow we’d venture into the Butcher Country. 

With 8 cars it was always going to be a challenge finding a nice site 
to camp. We travelled north and found a spot      suitable for one car 
so around we went after letting tyres down and hoped we’d find 
something else.  The track we were looking for was called Black Soil 
Track which headed down to the Macalister River where we’d start 
on Butcher Country Track.  About 200 metres into Black Soil Tk we 
came across a clearing which was comfortable and just big enough 
for us all.  We found flat spots, set up tents or rooftop    campers and 
got a fire going.  It ended up being a great spot even though we had 
a few travellers venture through on their way to the river. 
 
The next morning we left when we were ready – this was the best 
thing about this trip, we didn’t have to rush anywhere.  Down to the 
river road which was extremely dry and very powdery.  The dust was 
going to be a problem for the weekend.  There were some great 
spots for camping but all were taken so our decision for last night 
was right.  We stopped at the bottom of Butcher Country Track for 
smoko and several cars came down the track toward us advising that 
the track ahead was closed for burning off operations.  It seems that 
DEWLP had organised controlled burns for the Easter period in an 
area that is frequented by four wheel drivers.  In fact there were two 
water carrying choppers and fire trucks as we saw later so it must 
have become an uncontrolled burn!  We started the climb up Butch-
er Country which wasn’t too bad.   
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I think it got to 26 degrees in one spot but was dry.  The first 
road closure had us detour and the sign put paid to us       
travelling any of the northern tracks in this area.  We would 
have to change our plans after all.  Across the top and down a 
steep track to the Caledonia River and a stop for lunch.  One 
car we passed said the track ahead was steep and they’d 
never do it again.  The challenge was on!  Along the Caledonia 
for a short while passing many nice camping spots that were 
all occupied, we eventually started to climb.  And did we 
climb.  The track was extremely steep and very dry.  On sever-
al switchbacks the distance between them was only about 30 
metres.  You were in low range first or second because of the 
steepness and you had to do a three point turn to get around 
the corner.  Reversing back saw the rear wheels sit on the 
edge of a sheer drop-off.  Hairy stuff.  Some of the erosion 
culverts had become so loose that those with the utes found 
the going difficult as you needed all four wheels to get trac-
tion. Independent front suspension caused wheels to lift.  
Needless to say we all got through unscathed even if some 
needed to take several attempts at the loose stuff. 
 
Once on top we travelled past Kelly’s Hut stopping for photos 
before arriving at the Howitt High Plains Road.  A turn right 
and again nowhere to camp, but we found a small clearing 
and agreed it would be suitable.  It was about 3:30 in the 
afternoon and we settled down in our campsite early and got 
a good fire going. That night it was a great feeling as everyone 
used the fire to cook dinner and we ate together.  What a 
great communal experience.  After dinner it did start to spit 
and there were only a few drops fortunately.  The next morn-
ing was the finish of day-light-saving but we agreed to keep 
watches where they were.  This meant we could again have a 
communal breakfast around the fire before packing up for 
our next adventure. 
 
We drove down the Howitt High Plains Road to Arbuckle Junc-
tion, turned left for Moroka and stopped to take in the views 
and what views.  We stopped at Horseyard flat on the way 
and that was where I realised I’d left my shovel at our 
campsite from the night before. Everyone laughed and then 
Ash realised he’d also left his shower tent there as well.  
There would be some very happy campers next time.  It was a 
relatively short but dusty trip across to the Pinnacles fire tow-
er where the brave amongst us walked to the tower.  Again a 
magnificent view but the cold wind made it a challenge.  The 
car park there was also full to the brim so there would be a 
few cars around for the afternoon.  We agreed not to have 
lunch there as it was a bit early, so we’d travel Billy Goat Bluff 
and have lunch at the bottom.  Off we set for one of the most 
notorious tracks in the Victorian High Country.   
 
We’d travelled only a few kilometres and were starting to get 

FOUR WHEEL DRIVE NEWS cont 

into the really steep stuff when we came across a Navara stuck on a 
slippery section.  It was dry but very loose.  When we did stop, there 
was a challenge as the track was very narrow, but Wayne and Tim 
helped the Navara.  Getting out of the car was a challenge and I went 
straight over so much care was needed.  The Navara was winching until 
the winch broke leaving him in the middle of the track.  He was pushed 
aside into a drainage culvert so we could all pass which we did, very 
gently.  What we didn’t realise was he was part of a larger group and in 
the time we’d been there larger groups were coming up the hill and 
behind us down the hill.  At one point in the track it was so narrow we’d 
cause a bottleneck and no one could move.  About 50 four-wheel-drives 
stuck on Billy Goat Bluff and there wasn’t room to walk between the 
parked cars.  We needed one radio channel which didn’t happen, but 
some traffic cop style work did.  We were there for quite a while but we 
did get past and eventually ended up at the bottom of Billy Goat where 
we had lunch.  A lot of those going up the hill came down after us saying 
there were more getting stuck so it wasn’t worth it. 
 
On around the Wonnangatta River to Kingwell Bridge where we turned 
toward the Crooked River.  Along the river at a place called Winchester 
we found a camp beside the Wongungarra River where we set up, some 
had a shower thanks to Tim and the rest of us sat around the fire.  It 
hadn’t rained all weekend and in fact the temperature was quite mild.  
The plan for our last day would be up the steep Collingwood Spur to 
Grant, pump tyres up and head home through Dargo.  Collingwood Spur 
along with lots of tracks in the area had been recently graded so it was 
powdery dry, steep but relatively smooth.  Much easier than in the past.  
At the top we turned for Grant where we stopped to pump up tyres, 
have a toilet break and morning smoko. 
 
Soon back on the bitumen we headed for Dargo for the obligatory pho-
to outside the pub and a coffee from the store.  Dargo was crowded 
with everyone heading for home.  We did also and stopped in Stratford 
in the park for lunch.  At this point we said our goodbyes as we were 
visiting our son, so we headed off down the Princes Hwy (or was that 
the car park).  With road works, traffic signals and so much traffic, it was 
low gear and crawling between Rosedale and Traralgon, then again 
through Trafalgar.  After that it was a decent run home and in spite of 
the weather forecast suggesting a cold wet weekend, it turned out to be 
perfect. 
 
Thanks to those who came along.  We had a challenging weekend which 
I think was enjoyed by everyone.  Mark was especially pleased as he 
found the problems with his car and on the last day it performed admi-
rably. 
 
Cheers 
 
Garry 
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CLUB PERMITS—HPLATES 
Notice to all Club Vehicle Permit Members. 

There is strict legislated criteria governing the Club Vehicle Permit 

Scheme changes that came into effect on the 31st of January, 2015.   

To protect the integrity of the Club Permit Scheme, the Club as a 

whole and every Club Permit user, all club permit applicants and 

current permit holders, are required to attend a monthly club 

meeting when their Annual Club Membership Subscription has been 

paid.   At the conclusion of Business at that meeting, those Club    

Vehicle Permit members will be:- 

Required to sign a copy of the Deed of Understanding between 

the Club and VicRoads. 

Required to sign an acknowledgement that you are receiving 

the items listed in 3., 4. & 5., below.  

Given a copy of that Deed of Understanding for your records. 

Handed a copy of the “Ballarat Light Car Club, Club Permit 

Scheme Rules” for your records. 

Given your new, Current BLCC Membership Card. 

Because of the Legislation, IT IS NOT NEGOTIABLE.   It is time to 

prepare your club calendar to ensure you attend a Club Meeting to 

collect your Membership Card.   After the 31st of July, 2015, I will 

not be able to sign off on Club Vehicles until you have. 

Permit Renewals:- If you require a renewal sign off on a club        

permitted vehicle, telephone for an appointment (0419539083) or    

e-mail david@transportablehomesvic.com.au.  Renewals will be 

conducted at the Ballarat Light Car Club at monthly Club Meetings.   

There will be some availability at car club activities such as            

Autocross’s at the Club Track, Hill climbs, track days etc..    These are 

limited because I may not be there every time – hence an              

appointment is required.   You must produce your current BLCC 

membership card, together with the vehicles documentation.  The 

vehicle in  question must be sighted at time of signing and dated 

photographs taken.   If you believe you have exceptional                

circumstances that    prohibit you from doing this, then ring me to 

see if we can overcome the problem.   Please keep in mind that 

there are over 150 vehicles on the club permit scheme and to visit 

every member at home is impractical.   $5-00 club fee applies per 

vehicle for renewals.   For all renewals not conducted at the club 

rooms or such like, an expenses (out of pocket surcharge) will apply.   

The cost dependant on        circumstances.    

New applications:- Vehicle Manufactured during 1948 or prior,    

requires an over the hoist inspection for roadworthiness, dated   

photographs taken, and Vic Roads forms completed. 

Vehicles manufactured during 1949 or after, require a current     

roadworthy certificate by a licenced roadworthy tester, then       

rechecking over the hoist to verify it is the same vehicle and          

condition, dated photographs taken and forms filled out for Vic 

Roads.   Any vehicle with non-manufacturers accepted modifications 

will generally require a VASS engineers compliance test and written 

report (including on the fire wall compliance plate).      (Out of pocket 

fees apply).   Ring me on 0419539083 or e-mail                                

david@transportablehomesvic.com.au  to arrange inspection. 

General information:-   

Any person licensed or permitted to drive a vehicle if that vehicle 

were fully registered is permitted to sign and drive a club permitted 

vehicle (includes log book) under the same conditions as their nor-

mal licence or permit conditions.   They do not have to be a club 

member to fill out the log book or drive the vehicle,  however they 

must conduct themselves and the use of the vehicle as though they 

were members so as to protect the integrity of the Club Vehicle  

Permit Scheme. 

A Club permitted vehicle may tow a trailer or caravan that would 

otherwise be permitted. 

A Club Permitted Vehicle cannot be used in a Commercial Manner.   

(Specific Offences Apply). 

Only one signature and entry is required in the log book for each 24 

hour Calendar Day regardless of how many driver’s drive the vehicle 

in that time frame.   A 24  hour day begins at 1 Second past Midnight 

and concludes at 12-00 midnight.   Any cross over from the evening 

before or the morning after is classed as a second day and an entry 
must be added to the log book at the time of that cross over (Not 

later and not before in preparation for it).   It is an offence to place 

an entry into a log book in readiness.   All Log Book entries are to be 

in ink (not pencil).   All log books MUST be available for inspection by 

Vic Roads, The Police, the Club Signatory, Club Scrutineer and any 

member of the Committee of the Club upon request. 

Any club permitted vehicle altered outside manufacturers accepted 

modifications, since being accepted to the Club permit scheme must 

be brought back to the Club Signatory for inspection and new      

photographs.   In the case of a VASS required alteration, the vehicle 

has to go back through the system as though it were not previously a 

club permitted vehicle (including Roadworthy Certificate) and may 

result in the vehicle being replated by vic roads with an “M” plate.   

There is an onus of responsibility written into the Regulations that 

requires the owner of a club Permitted Vehicle to notify the Club 

Signatory and the Club of any such modifications within 14 days of 

any such alterations.  

Any member who fails to notify the club of any such modification/s, 

or if the club or signatory becomes aware of any such modification, 

they are required to bring it to the attention of the other.      If need 

be the vehicle will have to be brought into compliance or risk losing 

the Club Permit issued to that vehicle.   Failure to do so and the Club 

and Club Signatory must notify Vic Roads within 14 days of  becom-

ing aware of those changes.     

mailto:david@transportablehomesvic.com.au
mailto:david@transportablehomesvic.com.au
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Vic Roads may at its discretion require the vehicle be produced not 

only to the Club but also to a VicRoads designated inspection point.    

If compliance is not adhered to, Vic Roads may cancel the Permit 

and indeed the Clubs ongoing continuance on the Scheme if they so 

choose.   Be aware:- if that were to happen, Vic Roads will cancel 

every Vehicle Permit that is entered onto their data base via the 

Club which would result in over 150 vehicles  suddenly not having a 

permit.  

There has been considerable confusion and angst over what the 

definition of safe condition, or Serviceable Condition with regards 

to Club Permitted Vehicles means – Answer :-  It means              

Roadworthy Condition 

The Road Safety (Vehicles) Regulations 2009  (It is over 260 pages) 

govern all vehicles registered or permitted to use Public Roads and 

Highways.    It covers all normal / full registered vehicles, be it a car, 

bike, truck or trailer, and includes Club Permitted Vehicles.     On the 

very first page of the Regulations, Section 1 (b) (reads) To ensure 

that when motor vehicles and trailers are used on highways they 

are safe for use and are used in a safe way.   It does not             

differentiate between full registration or any permit  vehicles.     

This Section is then clarified and reaffirmed by the inclusion into the 

Regulations of the following Section.  

Road Safety (Vehicles) Regulations 2009 – Regulation 153 (states):-   

Club Permit is a Registration for the purposes of Section 7(1) OF 

THE ACT, A CLUB PERMIT UNDER THIS PART IS A REGISTRATION 

PERMIT.   This section brings safety requirements of a Club        

Permitted Vehicle into the same arena as any other vehicle using a 

public road or highway.  It leaves absolutely no doubt as to the   

intention of what is meant by this sentence and defines that 

“Thoroughly safe and serviceable condition” means Roadworthy in 

the same context required when obtaining a roadworthy           

certificate, even though no actual roadworthy certificate may be 

required as such.   It has been included in the Regulations in this 

manner, on purpose to clearly define what is meant and intended.     

Thoroughly safe and serviceable condition is, for the purpose of the 

Regulations, and admission to and continuation on the Club Permit 

Scheme, “Roadworthy” and is not negotiable.     When your club 

signatory signs your renewal or new application, that signatory is 

signing a statutory declaration, stating to Vic Roads and the Police 

that, the vehicle is Roadworthy at the time of signing (with photo 

graphic proof) and compliant with EVERY aspect of these             

Regulations.    The signatory is also signing to protect the club and 

stating that the Club has complied fully with and is satisfied that all 

requirements have been met before allowing a vehicle to to return 

to use on a highway.   It makes the Signatory and the Club,         

accountable, to Vic Roads and the Police.  

Conduct required of users of the Club Vehicle Permit Scheme, 

(also includes clubs as a whole). 

The Road Safety (Vehicles) Regulations state (and it includes those 

clubs overseeing these vehicles) that any person driving a Club  

Permitted vehicle, must always act and conduct themselves, in a 

manner that cannot and will not bring the Club Permit Scheme into 

disrepute and damage the Club Permit Schemes integrity .   All  

usage, access and continuation in the scheme must, not only be in a 

manner that upholds the schemes integrity, but must also be seen to 

be upholding the schemes integrity.     This is set out in both the 

Regulations and the deed of understanding with Vic Roads signed by 

the club.   (And shortly by every club member wishing to use the Club 

Vehicle Permit Scheme).  

In an effort to clarify:-    It can be argued, that people who become 

financial members of a club purely to have vehicles admitted and 

retained on the Club Permit Scheme, and who do not participate 

toward that clubs normal everyday function/s are indeed bringing 

the Club Permit Scheme into disrepute.     Their behaviour is not 

within the objectives and intent of the Club Permit Scheme, nor the 

granting of the schemes use to that Club.    It may be argued that by 

paying a membership fee that they have contributed to that clubs 

finances and therefore negating that argument.     BUT, it can also be 

argued that it is a fee paid purely to lessen the cost burden of      

obtaining  full registration and  allowing the club member a financial 

advantage over the every day motorist who otherwise has to pay full 

registration.   The club could be seen as selling access to cheap    

registration for club profit.       

The objectives of the club permit scheme:-  have always been to 

allow or permit Collectable and specialist vehicles such as Veteran, 

Vintage, Classics, Replicas and Specialist  Collectable type vehicles to 

be used in Club Format ways to enhance and encourage these types 

of vehicles to be maintained, used, loved and cared for, for all time 

whilst at the same time, legitimately  used and displayed for the 

public to also enjoy.   It has never been the Legislators of the Club 

Permit Scheme, intent for people to access cheap registration on a 

daily driver type vehicle that has simply past a due by date age limit, 

albeit limited to 45 or 90 days usage (as the case may be).    Clubs 

that have formed for that purpose and members who treat clubs and 

the scheme for that purpose can be seen as bringing the scheme into 

disrepute thereby not upholding the schemes integrity. 

Road Safety (Vehicles) Regulations 2009 – Regulation 154, Part (2)   

If the Corporation (Vic Roads) considers that an approved club is no 

longer able to uphold the integrity of the club permit scheme, the 

Corporation (Vic Roads) may revoke its approval by giving notice in 

writing to the Club Secretary. This may also come about by the   

intervention of Victoria Police. 

Road Safety (Vehicles) Regulations 2009 – Regulation 155, Part (b)   

written VARIFICATION by the club secretary of the approved club or 

another person authorised by the approved club indicating that the 

applicant is a financial member of the approved club and that the 

vehicle is an eligible vehicle and is safe for use on a highway (IE/ 

Roadworthy).     
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There are Exceptions to the rule  such as under full restoration,    

undergoing major repair but otherwise compliant at time of renewal 

and will remain compliant at time of completion of its restoration or 

repair.   It may be deemed by the signatory that an ongoing          

inspection will be required (as appropriate) when these exceptions 

to the rule matters are finalised to varify that it has indeed been kept 

compliant. 

Please note:- It has always been a condition of entry to the Club 

Permit Scheme, that every vehicle utilising the scheme must be kept 

in a thoroughly safe and serviceable condition (roadworthy).   This 

has never changed from day one of the Club Permit Scheme and is 

not something new that is now being suddenly thrust upon us. 

The Club Signatory is putting His or Her reputation and integrity on 

the line for the Applicants convenience and enjoyment, if the club is 

called to audit or account.   

It is the Club Signatory, The Club Committee and every Club       

Member’s responsibility to ensure that the Club Permit Schemes 

Integrity is upheld and sustained. 

Please note there are new club rules now in place, that govern the 

eligibility criteria  for the Ballarat Light Car Club, Club Permit 

Scheme members.   For those members who require, or will require 

a Vehicle to be entered into or continued on the Club Permit Scheme 

it is simple:-  

KEEP YOUR VEHICLE IN A SAFE AND SERVICABLE CONDITION  AND  

GET INVOLVED.    

Until next time, Rusty Mudguards,  Dave STEWART. 11th  May, 2015                        

CLUB PERMITS—HPLATES cont 
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Club Permit Scheme Activities. 

Howdy folks.   As interest has been shown for some activities to be 

presented for Club Permit Vehicle participation, a few of us got   

together and thrown the following together. 

On the First Sunday of each month we will put on a specific Club 

Permit activity.   This is not to say that members can’t turn up in a 

family driver complete with the family. 

Intention of the days:- To create a social atmosphere for new and 

not so new members, to interact, mingle, get to know each other, 

talk car stuff, learn from each other, get the prized possession out of 

hibernation for a spit down the   highway, and just about any other 

social activity you can think of without costing a fortune.   If you 

have an idea, please throw it at us.   We would be happy to see if we 

can make it happen. 

Currently we have 111 members who own 186 Club Permitted     

vehicles. Of these we get to see about 30 of those members and 

about 30 of those cars, and hardly ever a bike.   We would like you to 

join in and be a part of this club and enjoy what the club has to offer, 

so please don’t be scared to come along, join in, get to know the 

other members, voice your opinion/s, your thoughts, your ideas.   

We also understand that not everyone can make it to every function, 

and that’s OK, we would really love to see you,  or just turn up and 

relax at a club meeting.   We have commandeered a notice board at 

the club rooms and hope that you can bring a couple of small photos 

of your pride and joy, stick it on the notice board and get everyone 

talking. 

June 7th , 2015, 9-30 a.m.  meet at the BLCC rooms, and a leisurely 

drive to Clunes for a coffee and maybe a pie or similar.   Sit around, 

staring at our pride and joys and generally talk drivel.   (Contact 

Shaun PAYNE) 

July 5th, 2015, 9-30 a.m. meet at BLCC rooms, put put to 

Maryborough in similar fashion to Clunes. Might be able to talk my 

mate into letting us look at his museum.   (Contact Keith McElroy). 

August 2nd, 2015, 9-30 a.m. meet at BLCC rooms.   Chug a lug down 

some scenic roads to Bacchus Marsh. Might be able to have a look at 

the Glider Museum (and Coffee).   Contact Dave STEWART). 

September 6th, 2015, 9-30 a.m. meet at BLCC Rooms, Fathers day 

out winery tour head north. (Contact Ross BARNETT). 

October 4th, 2015, meet 9-30 a.m. (location to be advised), Economy 

run to Surprise Place, Via Tricky bits Road, and return back via Any-

body's Guess Lane.   (Contact Keith McElroy). 

November 1st, 2015, 9-30 a.m., meet BLCC rooms, Backwoods Drive 

to Daylesford.   Market, Rail Station, possibly a trip out along the 

steel, Coffee, more car buff bull and more coffee.   (Contact Mr Yet 

To be advised). 

December 6th, 2015, Jordy FAWCETT Show and Shine.   (Contact 

Chris HALL). 

Look forward to seeing you there, Regards, Dave STEWART. 

P.S.   Two cars sighted side by side at the traffic lights.   On the left, 

grandpa in his old Austin A40 Chugger.   On the right, Young 

fella by name of B. A. HOON, in his Turbo Charged Low Rider 

slipping abuse at Granpa through an open window.   “Get yar 

piecah rust off the road Grandad”.   Grandad to B.A. HOON, 

“Don’t you think you better turn that thing off.  The best part 

of it is coming out the exhuast”. 
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 Leoncini Motorsport – V8 SUPERCARS 

 Leoncini Motorsport headed to Winton Motor Raceway last 

weekend to compete in their second round of the V8 Super-

cars Dunlop Series driving the R & J Batteries VE II Commodore 

in the 26 strong field. Friday's practice sessions had the team 

trying a few different set ups that could suit the track and 

Jason's racing style, to give them optimal results for Saturday's 

qualifying session. With only 15 minutes to get your fastest lap 

in during qualifying, it was difficult to find space to get a good 

lap together. Unfortunately both Jason and team mate Taz 

Douglas had their fastest laps interrupted by other drivers 

heading off the track causing them both to brake hard to avoid 

the dirt that was sprayed onto the track. Jason managed to 

qualify 19th while Taz was good enough for 16th.  

Jason and Taz both got off to a cracking start in Race 1, each 

gaining a few places before Jason made it up to 14th position. 

However he then ran wide at turn 5 and went off into the dirt 

due to a slower car re-entering the track in front of him. This 

caused Jason to fall far behind, but he quickly made up time 

and got past a few drivers. He fought hard to get around 

Gracie and Fullwood, however was unable to succeed in    

passing them before the race finished. Jason had a great   

recovery finishing 21st.  

A great drive by Jason in Race 2. He had a good start, making 

his way through the field and was sitting 15th until on the last 

lap he was challenged by fellow competitor Macauley Jones. 

Macauley pushed Jason off the track, spinning him into the 

dirt at turn 4. Jason recovered well, quickly getting his rhythm 

back and finishing 16th.  

Macauley received a penalty for the incident meaning that 

Jason started Race 3 in 15th position. Jason had another good 

start, was gaining speed and momentum and moved up to 

14th position. At the end of the first lap, Jason was pushed 

wide onto the dirt, causing him to lose six positions. He 

worked his way past one car, but with 12 laps to go he made 

an unfortunate mistake, locking the brakes up on turn 1 and 

running off the track, causing him to lose another three places 

putting him back in 23rd position.  

 

Despite this, Jason recovered well by passing four cars, working        

particularly hard to defend his position from Fullwood who was close 

on his tail for the remainder of the race. He finished the weekend in 

19th position, feeling positive about his driving and lap times, which 

are only .6 of a second off his teammate Taz who has many years of 

experience and is the co-driver for James Moffat in the 2015 V8      

Supercar Pirtek Enduro Cup. Taz also had another great drive with a 

few good, clean battles, finishing the weekend in 10th place.  

Leoncini Motorsport would like to thank their team THR Developments 

and SA Racing & Logistics, and their sponsors R & J Batteries, Inland 

Motor Body Works, Dej's Party Shop, GJ Gardner Homes, PPG, Fuchs, 

Flat Stick Graphix and Lal Lal Automotive.  

Leoncini Motorsport is also looking for some new sponsors to join the 

team before the next round at Townsville from 10th to 12th of July.  
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VCAS Autocross - Rd 4 
 

For full results go to http://www.blcc.net.au/ 
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Motorkana - Cec Jackman Series  Rnd 1 
Round One of the Ballarat Light Car Club Cec Jackman 

Motorkana Series was held on Saturday 2nd May 2015. 

Thanks to all the helpers on the day, especially timers  

Darren Clayton, Gerard Gray and Ange Ruyg for getting 

coved in dust. First time timers Darren and Gerard had a 

great time so everyone must have been nice to them. Rod 

Hall for all the CAMS paperwork, Michele Bayley for check 

in, Noel Peers for scrutineering and Keith McElroy for       

mentoring me.  

A good field of 25 entries on the day turned up to a nice and 

sunny afternoon. Good to see lots of juniors out having a go. 

Peter Jowett 1st in J3 and 5th outright, Jake Gladman 1st in J2, 

Sam Cassar 1st in J1 well done first time out. Well done to 

Ben Mckee 1st outright, Damian Faulkner 2nd outright, David 

Jowett 3rd outright, first 2wd car. Thanks for all the competi-

tors turning up, I hope you all had a good day. 

Thanks, 

Paul Gladman 
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CAMS and the Victorian Flag marshalling Team are proud to 
announce the return of the popular Victorian Officials   Training 
Expo on Saturday June 27 at Sandown International Raceway. 
 
The exhibition will showcase everything 'Official' and give you 
the chance to explore various disciplines of officiating as well as 
complete select officials training modules. 
 
Critical Incident Management, Fire and Rescue Training, Team 
Medical Australia Training, Communications Up-Skilling and 
Event Assessment will be amongst the officials training modules 
offered at the expo. 
 
Entries will open shortly. 
For further information, contact vic@cams.com.au 
 

Upcoming Observed License Test July 17  

Want to take the next step in competitive motor sport? 
Registrations are now open for the next Observed License Test 
on 17 July at Sandown Raceway. 
 
If you are wanting to take the next step in competitive motor 
sport and don’t know how, then an Observed License Test (OLT) 
may be for you. 
 
An OLT is a test of practical skill, where CAMS approved instruc-
tors observe you under modified race conditions. 
 

The OLT is a critical component of the application stage, and it 
provides a means that you have a basic understanding and 
knowledge of maneuvering a vehicle at high speeds to ensure 
the safety of both yourself, and others including drivers, officials 
and spectators. 
 
You will need to complete a Circuit OLT if you intend to apply for 
any of the following licenses: 
- NC National Circuit 
- PC Provisional Circuit 
- CC Clubman Circuit 
- PCC  Provisional  Clubman Circuit. 
 
The next Victorian Circuit OLT is fast approaching and still has 
spots available. 
 
Please see below for the details and how to register: 
When: Friday 17 July 
 
Where: Sandown International Raceway 
 
How to register: Registrations for OLT’s must be completed us-
ing CAMS Event Entry, you can login to CAMS Event Entry by the 
following link https://www.meecamsau.com/ 
 
For further information on Victorian OLT's please contact 
vic@cams.com.au 

CAMS 2015 Victorian Officials Training Expo  

mailto:vic@cams.com.au
https://www.meecamsau.com/
mailto:vic@cams.com.au
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EDITOR’S REPORT 
with Chris Stevens 

Once again it has been a very busy month with plenty of events to keep 

members active.  Looking for assistance with getting items to put in the bul-

letin, in particular photos from events that I am unable to attend.  Unfortu-

nately I am going to find it difficult to attend events this year as  Bryce has 

been selected to represent Victoria in  U16 Rugby team to compete in the UK 

later this year and finding that training in Melbourne is clashing. 

For members with club permit or historic vehicle send your photos in as 

would like to extend on the new honour board to also start a section in the 

bulletin each month to showcase these special vehicles that are our pride 

and joy.     

That’s all till next month 

Chris Stevens 

Member Small adverts of the Buy, swap & Sell type will        

continue to be Free 

Size  Annual Fee ($)  Month Fee ($) 

Full Page  220.00 22.00 

Half Page  143.00 14.30 

Third Page  119.00 11.90 

Quarter page  99.00 9.90 

Sixth Page  89.80 8.90 

Eighth page  79  7.90 

Notice to Bulletin Advertisers 

If you wish to place an advertisement, please consult the   

Treasurer, Nigel Stevens 0408 519 868  who will arrange an 

invoice and pass the request to the Editor, Chris Stevens for 

inclusion in the appropriate issues. 

Please see the table below for the Annual Fee for Advertising 

Website info 

http://blcc.net.au 
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NEXT MEETING  FRIDAY 29th May 


