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Liability Disclaimer – All material in this magazine represents the opinions of the authors and does not carry any endorsement by the   

Editor or the Committee, Ballarat Light Car Club has no official connection with any public or commercial organisation and it does not provide 

product recommendations. Names of commercial products mentioned in this magazine are registered names and trademarks of their      

owners. Copyright Notice – Material in this magazine may be copied by any other club without fee or written permission provided that the 

copyright rests with the Ballarat Light Car Club. The copies are not to be used for commercial advantage and the origins of the material and 

this permission to copy are acknowledged in the reprinted item. The Nissan Car Club-Australia is acknowledged as the source for the wording 

of this Disclaimer.  
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Les Noonan  - Vice President/Key Holder/Dep Hill Climb 
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Nigel Stevens  - Treasurer/Junior Development 
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Rod Hall  - Secretary/ Relocation Chair/ VCAS 

 secretary@blcc.net.au  
   Mobile: 0438  313 546 

Michele Bayley -Membership Secretary 

 membershipsecretary@blcc.net.au  

   Mobile:  0437959928 

Chris Stevens  - Editor /Media-P/R 

 blcceditor@blcc.net.au  

   Mobile:  0400 099 361 

Noel Peers  - House Chair 

 housechair@blcc.net.au  

   Mobile: 0408 033 895 

Paul Hocking - Sports Sub Chair/Junior Dev 
 Sportssubchair@blcc.net.au  

   Mobile: 0439 576 405 

Ash Mabbitt - Motorsport Complex/VCAS 
 ashdarl1@gmail.com 

   Mobile: 0402 362 006 

Dave Stewart - Club Plates Chair/Club Compliance 
  david@transportablehomesvic.com.au 

   Mobile: 0419 539 083 

Garry Doyle  - 4x4 Co Coordinator 

 garry@hpsolutions.net.au 

   Mobile: 0459 461 759 

Sean Payne - VCRS / Junior Development 
 cruisin35@yahoo.com  

   Mobile: 0459 185 518 

 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
with Michele Bayley 
 

Welcome to New Members 

 Martin Cassar   
 Sam Cassar  
 Brenden & Rachael Barclay  
 

Club Driving Instructors 

Arron Seccomb Leon Pegg 

Barney Haddon Les Noonan 

Ben McKee Mick Goossens  

Chris Hall  Paul Gladman 

Damian Faulkner Paul Hocking 

Damian Quirk Peter Elis  

Darren Wythe Reg Johnosn 

David Stewart Richard Gay 

Garry Doyle Rob Prosser  

Gary Harrowfield Rod Hall  

Greg Pitt  Russell McKenzie  

Ian Brain Wayne Drew 

John Bourke    

Keith McElroy  
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Non Committee Positions 
CH Plates & AX Series — Chris Hall 

      Phone 5342 4397 

Hill Climb Panel— Barney Haddon 

      Phone: 5335 5112 Mobile: 0437 167 790 

MK Series  — Wanted  
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2015 CALENDER EVENTS 

Date Event Venue 
Organising 

Club Series Director 

May      

2nd MK 1 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC MK Rd1 Paul Gladman 

9th VCAS BLCC M/S Complex BLCC   

10th Mothers Day Not @ BLCC   Mum 

16th Cooper Memorial Wombat WDCC Cancelled  

23rd AX Rnd 4 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC AX Rnd4 CDC 5 TBA 

29th –31st Snow Trip High Country BLCC 4x4  Garry Doyle 

June      

14th MK Rnd2 & KX Rnd 1 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC 
MK-2  KX-1 

CDC5 
David Stewart 

20th Nissan Nightmoves Heathcoate NCCA CTC3  

July      

4th-26th 
Flinders Rangers and  

Simpson Desert 
 BLCC 4x4  Garry Doyle 

12th Winton Sprints Winton near Benalla Benalla AC CDC 6   

19th MK RND 3 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC MK Rd3  TBA 

August      

9th Khanacros Rnd 2 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC KX Rnd 2 TBA 

23th Sandown Sprint Sandown HSCCV CDC 7 TBA 

30th  Khanacros Rnd 3 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC KX Rnd 3 TBA 

September      

6th Fathers Day    Dad 

12th Tunbridge Novice Trial Mt Cole & Avoca BLCC  
Garry Doyle / Sean 

Payne 

19th Spring 200   CTC3  

October      

18th Khanacros Rnd 4 Mk Rnd 4 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC KX & MK Rnd 4 TBA 

24th Blue Rock Stages  PAC CT 4  

25th Fuel Economy Run Around Ballarat   Keith McElroy 

November      

7th—8th COGS Carnival BLCC M/S Complex BLCC  TBA 

15th Begonia Rally VRC  BLCC  Arron Secombe 

December      

6th 
Geordie Fawcett Memorial 

AX 
BLCC M/S Complex BLCC  TBA 
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ARC: Championship To Add Ballarat Round In 2016 

The East Coast Bullbars Australian Rally Championship is set to    

expand to six Rounds in 2016 with the re-addition of a Victorian 

Round based out of Ballarat for the final round.  

The addition of the event in 2016 will boost both the local tourism 

to the Ballarat region as well as to the diversity of events in the East 

Coast Bullbars Australian Rally Championship. 

Membership—Volunteering Levy 

The committee have been trying to find a solution for a while now in 

how we can get the clubs members to commit and help in some 

shape or form. Some have been discussing with other clubs what or 

how they can or do get the sign up. And there is one common 

theme across schools, sports clubs and other clubs, and that’s to 

have a Volunteering levy added to memberships as of 30th June 

2015, this fee will be $25.00 if you volunteer during the membership 

financial year then the follow year the levy will be waived. I know 

that there will be members that feel that this is unreasonable and 

why should we pay as we already volunteer for the club, this starts 

with the committee and goes right through the club.  

Club Permit—Inspection  Bookings 

Ring Dave Stewart  on 0419 539 083  

or e-mail                  

david@transportablehomesvic.com.au to arrange inspection. 

Phone Book Delivery Drive 

Big thankyou to all those members that have helped with the     

delivery of phone books this year so far, we still have untill the end 

of the Anzac weekend to finish delivery's, if anyone has some spare 

time and is able to help with the last of the books please call Noel 

on 0408 033 895. Even if you only have an hour to spare every little 

bit helps  

 

 

 

Ballarat Motorsport Complex 

As you may  be aware the City of Ballarat has released a 

shortlist of projects for the coming years budget, and is looking 

for input from community to determine the projects that will 

be  successful. 

An online survey has been created to enable collection of public   

opinion for the projects so we will need all members to carry 

out the survey so we have a chance of making the final cut  as 

currently we don’t rate a mention 

The survey can be found on the following link 

http://mysay.ballarat.vic.gov.au/city-of-ballarat-budget-201516 

 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

Website info 

http://blcc.net.au 

mailto:david@transportablehomesvic.com.au
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Gee what an exciting month we have had for the BLCC and the 

Ballarat community with the Australian Rally Championship            

coming to town. This has been something that has been in pipe-

line since late last year, ARCom identified the best area in Victoria 

was Ballarat and surrounding areas. The event will have a huge 

gain for the tourism for Ballarat and the area. This should be also 

great when discussing the future of our motorsport complex as 

the estimated value of the event in tourism dollars and TV cover-

age sits around the 1 Million dollar mark, which could make this 

event the biggest in Ballarat currently. Katie Philips from ARCom 

is very excited about the event and has high expectations that the 

event can stay here for many years to come, she has also been 

advised that when BLCC run huge profile events that we run them 

super professional. I will hopefully have more to report on next 

month. 

As everybody knows I give Les Noonan heaps calling him Grandpa, 

well now it’s finally official as Les and Karen are doting grandpar-

ents to baby Lucas William Sherman, Congratulation’s to Stacey 

and Darren. Looks like we may have another baby member. On a 

sadder note in the same week Les lost his oldest sister, to a battle 

with cancer. I would like to on behalf of the BLCC Committee and 

members extend our condolences to the family during this time. 

At the last club night the floor was opened for discussions around 

issues that members had with the club. The one that started the 

discussion was the Phone Book Fling, this event raises money for 

our club, as does car parking. As members were saying that the 

Red Hot Summer Tour car parking was easy money as only done 

over one weekend. The issue is that of the people how did the 

parking only 2-3 of them where members the rest were arranged 

by Darren and Ange through work. Were the Phone Books take 

weeks to complete, the answer is pretty simple and I know not 

everyone can do the books but, more hands on make the work-

load easier. At almost every event we see the same faces volunteer-

ing to make our club run success events and social occasions , could 

you imagine if these dedicated people said “Up Ya Bum , I have had 

enough” what would happen ? Who would run events etc? The be-

lief is that the committee should shoulder most of the works around 

the place, and 90% of the time they do, the committee’s job realisti-

cally is to manage the club and guide it into the future. The com-

mittee have been trying to find a solution for a while now in how we 

can get the clubs members to commit and help in some shape or 

form. Some have been discussing with other clubs what or how they 

can or do get the sign up. And there is one common theme across 

schools, sports clubs and other clubs, and that’s to have a Volun-

teering levy added to memberships as of 30th June 2015, this fee will 

be $25.00 if you volunteer during the membership financial year 

then the follow year the levy will be waived. I know that there will 

be members that feel that this is unreasonable and why should we 

pay as we already volunteer for the club, this starts with the com-

mittee and goes right through the club.  

The other hot topic was social media, the committee are currently 

working on a social media policy for the future to protect members 

and more so the club.  

Sorry I won’t be at this month’s club night due to Poppy’s birthday 

but I am sure I will catch up with you soon. 

 

See You at the Club  

Arron Harry Secombe  

President  
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Sports Sub Report 
Folks there are a number of Calendar Updates in the         

Calendar. There is also some more information and           

reminders for you.  

Please note that MK Rd 1 on the 2nd May is a Saturday 

event. Will start with Scrutiny at around lunch time to allow 

for those who have to work Saturday morning.  

The Cooper Memorial Trial has been cancelled for 2015. The 

WDCC weren’t going to have the event ready on time. Be-

cause of this cancellation we have added the Blue Rock Stag-

es on the 24th October to replace this event in our Club Trials 

Championship 

Round 4 of our Autocross Series will be a Day Night Event on 

a Saturday. Geoff McCarthy and Arron Secombe are Di-

recting this event.   

The motorkhana calendar has been fleshed out to 4 rounds.  

There are 2 dates 14th June and 18th October where both a 

Motorkhana and a Khanacross are down to be run. Depend-

ing if and when we can get permits from a Council 1 of these 

dates will be at a property in Majorca. If the permits are not 

forthcoming then the events will be at our Ballarat Airport 

Motorsport Complex. Please mark the dates down and wait 

for updates on the venue.  

We are having another Fuel Economy Run on the 25th Octo-

ber. Keith McElroy will be finding us a nice spot for lunch 

after traversing some interesting roads and work out which 

cars use the least fuel.  

The Begonia VRC has moved to Sunday 15th November 

where it was previously on the Saturday the day before. This 

is to allow crews to Pace Note on the Saturday 

The CDC calendar now has 2 Sprint dates in it. The first is at 

Winton on 12th July with the 2nd at Sandown on 23rd August.  

 

 

Andrew Bayley  Autocross and Hillclimb Report 

Round 2 Autocross and Training Days/ Mt Leura Hillclimb 
My second attempt at running an Autocross went a lot 
smoother than the first time. 
First of all, thankyou to all those who helped out, Rod Hall, 
Sharron and Darren from Avalon and the Mabbits for time-
keeping, Michele Bayley for making the lunches  and fisher-
partner for helping to sell them, Rob Prosser, Noel Peers, Da-
mien Quirk andson and Paul Duncalf for officialling, Roy Par-
kinson for stewarding, Paul Hocking and Ash Mabbit for 
course set-up and Paul for running the training day on the 
Saturday, Steve Fisher, Paul, Drew and Jake Gladman for their 
assistance, Chris Hall, Darren Whyte and Noel for scrutineer-
ing and Les Noonan, who co-directed the event. 
The event really started on Saturday, Paul Hocking and I set-
out the track and ran a training day for a couple of new mem-
bers while Keith and I ran a few laps too. 
Sunday started fine, with some wet patches still on the track 
after the rain we'd had that had turned Arron Secombes party 
the previous night into an indoor affair, Ash Mabbit re-
worked the track accordingly while the rest of us moved the 
trucks around, everything was sorted and we were only 15 
minutes behind time when I started the Drivers briefing. 
The Briefing was a laugh as usual and I hope that next time I 
won't confuse my ankles and wrists so easily! We did a pa-
rade lap as the ambulance arrived and started the days rac-
ing. 
Aside from one car taking a cone hostage for a few minutes 
the day ran without fuss, I even got Bruce to strap himself in 
for a few laps, I've told him I want him to be beating my times 
by this time next year! We got five runs in easy and while 
some people negotiated for six, I looked to the timing tower 
and was told five was what we were going to run. 
Ash called all the drivers to the tower and a few drivers 
pitched in, we were packed up early for once and out of the 
gate before four thirty, aside from that, not much else to say. 
Following this was the Hillclimb at Mt Leura, which I might as 
well mention as it was my first event as a Steward, once again 
it ran on time and I wish that all of our events could run so 
smoothly! I had to have a laugh at people referring to my 
stewarding as "professional" as I'm sure I'm the first steward 
to walk away from a briefing shouting "Bugger the lot of 
ya's!" 
And to finish, the speech I got halfway through on the radio 
during the Autocross. 

 
Thanks to all those who've given their time today, motor-
sports in Victoria would be much harder to do without the 
time and effort that you people all put in, Thanks. 
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FOUR WHEEL DRIVE NEWS 

Garry Doyle                                                                  

Four Wheel Drive Victoria 
Four Wheel Drive Victoria are celebrating 40 years this year.  
They’re having a weekend on the Queen’s Birthday weekend up at 
Mansfield.  It should be a great weekend if you want to get togeth-
er with like-minded folk. 
 
Track Classification training is happening and FWDV has a KPI to 
meet for Parks Victoria.  BLCC-4WD has been contributing to this 
work which has been received by Parks Victoria and there’s more 
to come. 
 
The Educational Training Unit has ben busy working on RTO reac-
creditation.  There will soon be a number of accredited courses 
available through FWDV and in fact we’ll also be offering them 
through our Club.  This will be great news and we’ll use our new 
track. 

 

Our Calendar 
We have a few great events coming up. If you want to participate 
on any event, please let either Michelle Stoel or Garry Doyle know.  
This helps us plan the trip and make it safe for everyone. 
 
Anzac day weekend April 25th and 26th  
One of our members, Wayne Hayward, has opened his back pad-
dock by the creek to let us camp for the night.  This should be a 
relaxing weekend with no driving just sitting by the fire. There’s lots 
of kids coming so it’ll be a great family weekend.  Please let 
Michelle or Garry know to get a map of where to go. Camper Trail-
er suitable. 
 
Wombat/Lerderderg weekend – May 9th and 10th  
This trip being run by Ben Hodgkinson will be an overnight trip and 
will be camper trailer friendly.  We’ll explore the mines, the rail-
ways and the timber mills (or what’s left of them.  There’ll be some 
challenging driving and a pleasant overnight camp.  It leaves from 
Leigh Creek on Western Highway opposite Kryal castle turnoff at 
9:00am on Saturday. 
 
Tallarook/Mt Disappointment – May 23rd and 24th  
This area can be quite challenging with lots of mud.  There’s some 
steep tracks as well.  It’s an area we haven’t been before so we 
shall explore some new tracks and views.  More detail on this trip 
will be available by contacting Garry or Michelle. 
 
SA Beaches Queen’s Birthday long weekend – June 6th to 8th  
This trip is a repeat of last year’s fabulous trips driving on the 
beaches in South Australia.  The driving is tough, the sand is soft 
and the dunes are steep, which all adds to the fun.  We’ll camp in a 
caravan park so camper trailers are welcome. 
Contact Michelle for details.  This trip is in conjunction with the Mt 
Gambier Club. 
 
Simpson Desert/Flinders Ranges – July 4th to 26th 
This trip has over 10 cars going and will be a trip of a lifetime.  Tak-
ing in two iconic areas of this great country, we’ll be camping our 
way around four states and a territory.  Times running out if you 
want to join us as there’s planning and preparation to be done.  Call 
Garry if you want to join us. 
 

Glenpatrick Labour Day Long Weekend trip 6th 9th of March  
 
The central location for this trip was the Glenpatrick Reserve camp 
site at the base of Mt Avoca. Brenden, Symone and Steve arrived at 
around 5.30pm on Friday, there were already three groups of   
campers from other 4wd clubs at the reserve when we arrived. We 
had a chat to a few of the guys and checked the facilities which were 
quite good including two well-maintained toilets and a shelter with a 
fire place, tables and chairs which would be perfect if the weather 
turned nasty. We then started setting up camp when Paul S and 
Dionesia arrived with Paul T arriving shortly afterwards. After      
everyone set up camp we had some dinner and lit a camp fire and 
settled down next to the fire for a chat and Symone shared some 
marshmallows. 
 
The next morning Chris, Michelle and Lucy arrived followed by Mark, 
Jeff, Wayne and Janice. Everyone set up camp and then Brenden 
gave a rough outline of the plans for the day which included perhaps 
a couple of tough sections. So with three Totota’s, two Nissans a 
Holden and Mitsubishi we headed off to air down at Glut Rd at the 
base of Mount Cole, Charlie was going to be meeting us in his shorty 
Patrol but was running a little behind schedule.  
 
After airing down we continued on to do a series of tracks with some 
pretty good views when up high and nice large ferns when low with 
varying terrains, we came across one of the first sections that 
Brenden said may be challenging, Paul T immediately decided to 
take the chicken track, so Brenden went up the obstacle first with 
Paul S and Dionesia following with their rear locker engaged, It was 
the Marks turn in the big 80 series and after a few attempts it was 
time to break out the winch  

After lunch we set off to do a few more interesting tracks, we passed 
a hut which was built from stone and has been well maintained  
including an external fire pit and tables and chairs, perfect for an 
overnighter in the middle of the forest.  
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Shortly after we encountered our second challenging section 
for the day which slowed everyone down for a while, after 
walking the section of track so people could asses which line 

they would take we all headed down one by one. 

From there we headed over past a camp site known as     
Chinamans where there was quite a lot of campers up an 
incline which just didn’t seem to end called Telephone track, 
it’s a track that starts of relatively easy and just keeps getting 
steeper and steeper and steeper the further you climb and 
just when you think it must nearly be over it keeps going and 
going and going.  

After breakfast we hit the tracks and within 5 minutes from 
camp we were already into a gnarly vertical climb called   
Emery track that set the tone for the day, followed by Old 
Tiger Cat Track along some try river beds and a section that 
brought some of the vehicles to a stand still. 

FOUR WHEEL DRIVE NEWS cont 

 
We later stoped for lunch on the Sardine track at a spot that looked to 
be an old mining site. 

 

At that point Brenden informed everyone that there was one last obsta-
cle that may be as tough as some of the others previously tackled and 
again within about 5 minutes we were into it,  

 
There was another section further down the track that was very rocky 
and very rutted before we all arrived back at camp. 

While this trip had some really tough tracks everyone worked together 
to get everyone through unscathed. 

 Some were camping overnight and the others were heading back to 
Ballarat.   Everyone agreed the tracks were challenging but a lot of fun. 
We had great company and many laughs.   There wasn’t much other 
traffic around only a few other 4wd clubs that we hardly came across 
during the drives.  We look forward to the next trip and great company. 
 
Cheers Brenden.  
 
Easter Trip 2015  

See next months edition for the Easter Trip story 
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CLUB PERMITS—HPLATES 
The CH Plate scheme changed as of closing on the 30th of 

January, 2015.    

Renewals:- Members requiring permit scheme renewals 

signed off, will need to bring their vehicle to the next avail-

able club meeting about 1 hour prior to meeting time to 

have their vehicle viewed, dated photographs taken and 

the appropriate paper work signed off.   The signatory for 

the club will fill out a vehicle record sheet including vehicle 

condition overall, any modifications from manufacturers 

design.   Other club events at the club track, hill climbs etc., 

that you bring your vehicle to can also be used for the pur-

pose provided you make prior arrangement.   The signato-

ries may or may not be there with the camera so please 

ensure you pre-book.  

Exceptional circumstances:-  If you believe you have ex-

ceptional circumstances ring us and we will work with you 

to overcome the problem.   However please keep in mind 

that there are over 150 vehicles on the club permit scheme 

and to visit every member at home is impractical.   Chris 

HALL, Noel PEERS and I will work with you but please help 

by working with us in return.   ($5-00 club fee applies per 

vehicle for renewals).   

New applications:- Vehicle Manufactured during 1948 or 

prior, requires an over the hoist inspection for roadworthi-

ness, dated photographs taken, and Vic Roads forms com-

pleted. 

Vehicles manufactured during 1949 or after, require a current 

roadworthy certificate by a licenced roadworthy tester, then 

rechecking over the hoist to verify it is the same vehicle and 

condition, dated photographs taken and forms filled out for 

Vic Roads.   Any vehicle with non-manufacturers accepted 

modifications will generally require a VASS engineers compli-

ance test and written report (including on the fire wall compli-

ance plate).      (Out of pocket fees apply).   Ring me on 

0419539083 or e-mail david@transportablehomesvic.com.au  

to arrange inspection. 

Several businesses in Ballarat that have offered their premises 

and hoist/s for inspections, or you can bring the vehicle to my 

work address (4 Griffin Street, Maryborough 3465) and we 

can use my hoist. 

Until next time, Rusty Mudguards, Dave STEWART. 

Full regulations available on following link 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/registration/limited-use-permits/club-

permit-scheme/changes-to-the-club-permit-scheme-from-31-january-2015 

 

 

mailto:david@transportablehomesvic.com.au
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BLCC Club Hillclimb at Mount Leura. - VHC 2015 RD4 

On the weekend of 21st-22nd of March the BLCC ran round 4 of the 

Natures Organics Victorian Hillclimb championship, with the event 

this year running a fair bit different to other years, with the club only 

running one round over the two days instead on the normal two 

rounds.  

We had 52 entries for the event, which may have been slightly down 

on other years. This could be for a number of reasons, that it was 

only one round opposed to the normal two rounds. The entry may 

have been too high, we did offer an early bird fee. The problem with 

running an event so far from our home base it makes things a little 

bit more expensive to do it. But the guys and girls that didn’t show 

missed 1 practice and 9 official runs over the weekend, with the 

track turning out great times almost all day. There was only a few 

incidents over the weekend, with a mini dropping oil and a WRX 

liked the taste of the bank at the cutting on their last run on Sunday. 

 There was also a club member that drives a certain RX7 that was 

rumored to have all 4 wheels off the deck on the grass. I did see Glen 

Latter with some wet ones cleaning his driving suit and seat later 

that day. I would like to thank Terry Brain and his partner for do-

nating to the club their B&B Bella’s House for officials to stay at over 

the weekend. With an event of this nature we need to have a lot 

officials to run it. I would like to thank the following people that gave 

up their weekend and more to make this event a huge success, An-

drew Bayley for stepping up and being the club trainee steward for 

the weekend , David Cheong the CAMS who was full of praise for 

Andrew and his professional approach , Rod Hall, Ross Barnett, Chris 

Bourke, Dave Stewart, The Ambo’s Paul Smits and Daryl Knight , 

Steve Fisher, Paul, Drew and Jake Gladman, Paul Hocking , Terry 

Brain , Chris Harwood, Harry Seale, Lesley Smart, Rod Greenwood, 

John Shepherd, Michele and Bruce Bayley, Steve Ezzy, Ben Ezzy , 

Amy Tennant , Wayne Holness, Brayden and Damian Quirk , Scott 

Ball, Sean and Dianna Payne, David, Ian , Peter  and Christopher Jo-

wett, Tony Rizzo , Nigel Stevens , Chris Hall , Paul Duncalf P&A     

Society of Camperdown and the series sponsor Natures Organics. 

A great weekend had by all. 

Thanks Again  

Arron Harry Secombe  
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 Leoncini Motorsport – V8 SUPERCARS SIGNING DEAL  

Leoncini Motorsport is excited to announce that Jason       

Leoncini has just signed a deal with THR Developments and SA 

Racing & Logistics to drive alongside Taz Douglas in the V8 

Supercars Dunlop Development Series for a minimum of two 

rounds.  

After debuted in the V8 Touring Cars in March THR             

Developments and SA Racing & Logistics saw the potential 

that Jason had and didn’t want to miss the opportunity to take 

him into the next stage of his career. Even though Jason was 

unlucky to have been caught up in other drivers mistakes at 

Sandown the team appreciated his maturity on how he     

handled both incidents and his perseverance to get on with 

the job at hand and just get back on the track.  

Jason was pleasantly surprised when the offer was made to 

him to compete at Perth from 1 to 3 May and then again at 

Winton from 15 to 17 May. “I thought that I would have to do 

an entire year in the V8 Touring Cars to even have a chance of 

being picked up to compete in the V8 Supercars Development 

Series”, and even then I wasn’t sure I would be lucky enough 

to get the opportunity.”  

The team is extremely happy with the deal and look forward 

to the two rounds and hope for some good results at both 

events so that Jason will be able to continue to compete in the 

series.  

Leoncini Motorsport will be heading into the series backed by their 

local Ballarat major sponsors R&J Batteries, DEJ’s Party Shop Ballarat, 

GJ Gardner Homes Ballarat, Inland Motor Body Works and PPG         

Industries.  
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Bendigo—Sale Yard Dash 
On Easter Saturday saw the annual running of the BCC sale yard 

dash. BLCC had two competitors. Dave Stewart in his Bluebird 

and Gavin Porthouse in the Bellet.  

What a great concept of event, set up at the Huntly Saleyards, 

with 6-8 tests, using the same hats all day so no down time 

changing tracks with each competitor having two attempts at 

each.  

Dave drove the Bluebird to 9th outright and 2nd in class and Gav 

finishing around 30th. The event is oversubscribed every year 

with a handful of reserves.  

They also run a show and shine with the event, there were so many 

different varieties in the show and shine. It is well supported by 

local businesses and the entries come from Vic, NSW and SA. There 

were some interesting driving styles that’s for sure. I will be looking 

to secure an entry next year.  

Thanks 

Arron Harry Secombe 
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Rallycross Gains Traction 
Rallycross is on the brink of taking Australia by storm! Fast 

paced, exciting and action packed, it’s just the ticket to build 

the next generation of Australian Motorsport fans. 

“Rallycross is the world’s fastest growing motorsport,” ex-

plained David Ridden, managing director, Global Rallycross 

Australia. “And we’re committed to bringing a world class 

championship to Australia in 2015.” 

Rallycross is huge in Europe and the States, attracting drivers 

like Ken Block and Petter Solberg who are household names 

and considered amongst the best steers in the world. The sport 

is certainly peaking public interest and with Australian rally 

champion Bob Watson announcing his own series at Broadford, 

2015 will be a massive year for the sport in Australia. 

“We are riding the crest of the wave,” said David. “We were all 

very excited when Bob announced his plans to launch a state 

series in Victoria. 

“From what we’ve heard, competitors in Bob’s state series will 

run cars currently qualifying for Australian Autocross or Rally 

events, this is great news for drivers as it will allow them to 

hone their skills before taking the next step and joining the 

national SIDCHROME EXTREME Rallycross Championship. 

David and his team see huge potential in the sport and agree 

that state based series like the one announced in Victoria will 

be a great breeding ground for future national champions. 

“For too long now there has been no clear pathway from grass-

roots motorsport to a potential international career. With the 

combination of state events and a national championship run-

ning the same cars used in Europe and the States, there is now 

a chance for the next batch of talented Aussie drivers to take 

on the world’s best” David added. 

David’s plans for the SIDCHROME EXTREME Rallycross Champi-

onship are well advanced and venues for the seven rounds 

have already been confirmed with the first round set to explode 

in QLD, late August. 

In addition to securing venues for the seven round series, perhaps the 

biggest coup has been securing SIDCHROME as the series naming 

rights sponsor. One of Australia’s most iconic tool brands SIDCHROME, 

has a long and successful history in Australia and is considered the 

perfect fit for the series. 

“You’ve got to admit the SIDCHROME EXTREME Rallycross Champion-

ship has a certain ring to it,” David remarked with a smile. “It’s been a 

huge amount of work, but all the pieces are falling into place.” 

Kennards Hire and RePlay XD action cameras have already joined 

SIDCHROME as series partners. 

Three different classes will run at each of the seven rounds of the 

SIDCHROME EXTREME Rallycross Championship, two-wheel drive non-

turbo, 4WD Turbo and the premier class, the Supercar Lites. 

“Our championship will rival the hugely successful series running in 
European and the United States,” said David. “In fact, drivers in our 
premier class will run the same Supercar Lites purpose built racecars.” 

Australia’s first Supercar Lite has just landed in Melbourne.  

“We’re just waiting for it to clear customs then we’ll be able to fire it 
up in anger on Australian soil for the first time,” David said, clearly 
excited by the prospect. 

Potential drivers will have the opportunity to get their first taste of this 
wild machine at the official test day scheduled for May 1 at Sydney 
Motorsport Park and International rally ace Alister McRae has con-
firmed he’ll be there along with many other drivers from New Zealand, 
Asia and around Australia.  

“It’s hard to explain how excited I am about jumping behind the wheel 
of this purpose-built race car,” said Alister. “I have always been a mas-
sive rallycross fan and the time is right to bring this action packed 
sport to Australia’s shores.” 

To find out more about the SIDCHROME EXTREME Rallycross 
Championship visit www.extremerallycross.com.au  
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EDITOR’S REPORT 
with Chris Stevens 

Its been a very busy month with plenty of events to keep members 

active. It has certainly been an eye opener being on the committee  

for the first time, in particular seeing the amount of work being car-

ried out by current and past committee members. It is not until you 

are in this position that you see the amount of work required to run a 

successful club. 

BLCC is for its members and we need to work as a team  to be a    

successful club, we need to spread the workload and remove the 

need to rely on select few to do all the heavy lifting. 

We understand that personal lives are getting busier every day  but if 

we were all to put in an hour or 2 a couple of times a year it would 

make a huge difference to the club  

 With the reintroduction of Ballarat into the ARC calendar in 2016 we 

will require support from all members to make this a success . The 

Tunbridge and the Begonia later this year will be invaluable as this 

will enable all members to gain experience prior to the 2016 event 

That’s all till next month 

Chris Stevens 

Member Small adverts of the Buy, swap & Sell type will        

continue to be Free 

Size  Annual Fee ($)  Month Fee ($) 

Full Page  220.00 22.00 

Half Page  143.00 14.30 

Third Page  119.00 11.90 

Quarter page  99.00 9.90 

Sixth Page  89.80 8.90 

Eighth page  79  7.90 

Notice to Bulletin Advertisers 

If you wish to place an advertisement, please consult the   

Treasurer, Nigel Stevens 0408 519 868  who will arrange an 

invoice and pass the request to the Editor, Chris Stevens for 

inclusion in the appropriate issues. 

Please see the table below for the Annual Fee for Advertising 

Website info 

http://blcc.net.au 
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NEXT MEETING  FRIDAY 24t April 


