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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
with Michele Bayley 
 

Welcome to New Members 

 Chris Thompson 
 Robert Mc Kay 
 Paul & Caroline Sudholz 
 Matthew Peverill 

Club Driving Instructors 

Barney Haddon Mark Fawcett 

Ben Fawcett Keith  Mark Hunter 

Ben McKee Mick Goossens  

Chris Hall  Paul Gladman 

Damian Faulkner Paul Hocking 

Darren Everett  Peter Elis  

Darren Wythe Richard Gay 

Engels Leoncini  Rob Prosser  

Gary Harrowfield Rod Hall  

Greg Pitt  Russell McKenzie  

Ian Brain Sharon Pitt 

John Bourke   Stacey Noonan  

Keith McElroy Wayne Drew 

Les Liston  
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Non Committee Positions 
CH Plates & AX Series — Chris Hall 

      Phone 5342 4397 

Hill Climb Panel— Barney Haddon 

      Phone: 5335 5112 Mobile: 0437 167 790 

MK Series  — Wanted  
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2014 / 2015 CALENDER EVENTS 

Date Event Venue 
Organising 

Club Series Director 

November       

29th Blue Rock Stages   PAC CTC Reserve   

30th Fuel Economy Run 
Start & Finish in Bal-

larat 
BLCC   Keith McElroy 

December      

7th 
Geordie Fawcett Memorial 

Autocross 
BLCC Motorsport 

Complex 
BLCC   SANTA 

13th-14th Craig’s Hut Mt Stirling BLCC 4x4  Garry Doyle 

January      

17th—18th Training weekend TBA BLCC 4x4  Garry Doyle 

24th—26th Australia Day Buckland Valley BLCC 4x4  Garry Doyle 

February      

7th Test & Tune Day 
BLCC Motorsport 

Complex 
BLCC  Arron Secombe 

8th Anglesea 4WD Trip Anglesea BLCC 4x4  Garry Doyle 

19th-21th Ballarat Swapmeet Ballarat Airport Rotary  TBA 

22nd Mt Leura Hillclimb Camperdown BLCC  Rod Hall 

28th Trophy Night BLCC Clubrooms    

Website info 

http://blcc.net.au 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
It’s hard to believe that 2014 is nearly down and dusted, 
where has the year gone?  

This time of year I like to sit back, reflect and think about 
what the club has achieved in the last 12 months. We have 
made great momentum this year with events. Two rounds 
of the VHC at Mount Leura, a round of the VCAS series, 
club series, Shannons Winter Classic and the return of the 
Daryl Tunbridge Trial. We certainly have had a super busy 
year. The momentum continued rolling with the AGM with 
guest speakers Dinta and Kate Officer and where we 
awarded the first ever clubman award to a woman Clare 
Bennett, we also inducted Keith McEroy as a life member. 
At the AGM we also seen the return of the committee elec-
tion where we had eight candidates for six positions. We 
have been major players in the Ballarat Motorsport com-
plex with Keith McEroy working within a small group of 
motoring enthusiast’s from around the Ballarat area and 
the Ballarat City Council to try and work towards the area 
having a one stop complex. We have inducted new direc-
tors Andrew Bayley , Sean Payne , Paul the Donk Hocking , 
Greg Pitt , the Saunders Family and we have seen some of 
the older members return as directors Ashley Mabbitt , 
Samara Bennett and Richard Gay. We included a 4x4 com-
ponent under the BLCC and started build a 4x4 course at 
the BLCC Motorsport complex. This year the BLCC has field-
ed its biggest field in the VCRS series. We have been able to 
secure The Begonia Rally as a VRC next year , another Daryl 
Tunbridge novice trail , heaps of 4x4 activities, VCAS round, 
more community services such as car parking. This year we 
had to say good bye to the long and the short of members 
Stephen Richards and Ronda Parkinson.  

So yeah I guess I can see where 2014 has gone. 

Friday the 28th will be our last club meeting for the year, 

and I have been discussing with Garry Doyle about a night 
cruise in 4WD’s in the Creswick state forest, it will take about 
2 hours to complete the tour.  

If you don’t currently own a 4wd no problems there are quite 
a few within the club and we can arrange a lift with another 
member. I would encourage to bring family and friends to 
attend as there will be a BBQ kicking off at 6.30 pm, just the 
basics of and banger in bread. The tour will kick off from the 
clubrooms from 8.00 pm and as I said will take around 2 
hours. It will be a great opportunity to experience 4wding and 
an awesome way to meet new club members. 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my gratitude 
to all the past and present committee members this year for 
all your hard work and dedication to this great club, to all the 
directors, officials that volunteer your time to run and help at 
events. To the members that support our club and make our 
club what it is. A big thank you for your support during 2014. 

Kylie , Abby , Poppy and myself which all members and their 
families a safe and a Merry Christmas filled with laughter , 
love , family and friends. And may 2015 bring all your hopes 
and dreams that you desire. 

 

See You at the Club  

Arron Harry Secombe  

President 2012-2015 
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The J3 – CDC will be an 8 Round series if we are able 
to use 2 AASA events at Winton where the J3 com-
petitors are eligible to compete. Otherwise if we use 
the Maserati Club’s  event at  Sandown where the J3 
competitors are not eligible to compete the CDC will 
be a 7 event series.  

Khanacross Series  

The Khanacross Series when conducted will be over 
up to 4 rounds. If events are cancelled due unforseen 
circumstances, competitors will still drop one round 
before the series results are calculated. If the series is 
shortened to only 2 rounds both of these rounds will 
count.    

BLCC Competition Rules 2015 
Rod Hall 

Classes will continue to include F1 & F2 for 4WD com-
petition classes along with an E class for Hybrid or Elec-
tric powered vehicles as was the case in 2014.  

Item 6 on page 3 of the rule booklet will be enforced at 
BLCC club events. This means at scrutiny you need to 
produce a CAMS logbook or a BLCC provided Club Log-
book for your vehicle. See Noel Peers for a Club Log 
Book or contact CAMS for a CAMS one.  

In the Event Series Section a new statement that says 
will be included 

For away events that are part of a BLCC series but not 
organised by the BLCC it is the responsibility of the 
competitor to notify the scorer of their participation.  

BLCC SPORTS COMPLEX  
We will be holding  a working bee at the Motor Sport Complex next month and in an effort to fit into life’s busy 

schedule we will be holding during the week on the evenings of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd of December so that it gives 

every one the opportunity to participate.  

 

There are many jobs that we would like to complete so the more helpers the greater chance we will have to get 

these done  
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FUEL EFFICIENCY, FOOD & FUN TOUR 

Sunday 30th Nov. 2014,   

fuelled up by 9am at BP Sturt/Gillies 

Need last minute extra entries!!  

(Our Ballarat weighbridge has fallen through: 

To keep the event viable our food guy is helping 

us find a replacement. The least we can do is get 

a good roll up to say thank you). 

Please let me know you are coming asap (meal 

purposes) 5330 1717 

Friends welcome (1 day membership is part of 

the deal) 

Older cars particularly welcome (big bonus for 

age in the scoring). 

When and where? 

Come to the BP servo on the corner of Sturt and 

Gillies streets, in time to fuel up to the max ready 

for a 9 AM start. Family and friends are welcome 

(a $5 fee from each vehicle will cover a special 

one-day membership of the club for not-yet-

BLCC people and go towards the cost of the 

CAMS permit). 

Then what? 

You will get maps and easy route instructions (in 

km, and miles for older cars). If you would prefer 

to avoid the simple navigation, you can choose to 

"follow the leader" in a convoy led by the event 

organisers.  

At the end of the event, your car will be refuelled 

under supervision of an official and fuel use rec-

orded. 

 

Eating 

We will stop at good spots for, lunch and afternoon 

breaks. The lunch break is pre-organised at a res-

taurant which is setting aside a space and a menu 

especially for us. There will be a 2 course meal 

available for a very reasonable price. We will make 

a menu choice at the event start and then ring 

through so the food will be close to ready on arri-

val. To confirm these arrangements, I  need to 

know total numbers urgently prior to the event. 

Please tell me on club night or ring me , 5330 1717 

or 0407 324 732. 

There are other food outlets for those who do not 

wish to join us at this excellent restaurant. 

Distance: total about 280 km (about 170 miles) for 

the whole event. 

See you all a bit before 9 AM, Sunday November 

30th at the BP servo.  

Keith McElroy  

Fuel Economy Organiser 
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FOUR WHEEL DRIVE NEWS 

Garry Doyle                                                                  

 

Four Wheel Drive Victoria held its annual general meeting 
earlier this month.  The president Damien was re-elected 
unopposed.  The really good thing is that the association is 
looking like it’s back in the black financially and a big thanks 
was given to all clubs and members. 

Each of the different groups gave their reports and it looks 
like it’s business as usual.  The Educational Training Unit (of 
which I’m a member) is electing a new chairman next week 
and I’ve been asked to nominate.  It will depend on numbers 
as there are some people on this committee who have been 
there for some time and have a big following. 

The Liberal Government have announced a $2.5 million 
grant to FWDV for Clean Up The Bush activities should they 
win government.  This project had its first pilot a few weeks 
ago and it was a huge success.  Member clubs send cars off 
in pairs along designated tracks plotting where there’s rub-
bish.  In one area near Walhalla they discovered 6 -  12metre 
skip bins of rubbish.  I’d hate to think how much we’d identi-
fy around Ballarat.  If this program is successful, then it will 
come to our side of the state. 

Training 

On the same day as the Daryl Tunbridge Trial, we conducted 
a weekend of training to become accredited Track Classifi-
ers.  This will come in handy when Parks Victoria ask us to 
classify tracks around our area.  We had 20 people doing the 
training and about half came from other clubs, so it’s good 
to get our club on the map. 

We held our first training weekend a few weeks ago and it 
was a great success.  There’s plenty of challenges but also 
plenty of help to build confidence.  Remember you don’t 
need to be a novice to do this training.  It’ll cost you $20 
which goes to FWDV for the manual and the Certificate.  It 
takes a weekend (Saturday afternoon and all day Sunday) 
and only has group sizes of up to 4 people.  The next training 
weekend is in January.  Please check the calendar. 

Trips 

We’ve also been running trips with a combined trip to Mt 
Cole for the training and rally.  There’s an article following.  
We’ve also run a four-day trip to the High Country where we 
had 5 vehicles and another tougher trip to the Cobaw Rang-
es near Lancefield.  This had 8 vehicles.  Our next trip is a 
two-day trip in December to Craig’s Hut and Mt Buller.  
We’re trying to make this an annual pre-Christmas event. 

See you on the tracks. 

Garry 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Track Classification Trip—Mt Cole 

Sat-Sun 25-26 Oct 2014 

 

Participants: Dave Roberts, Keith Lancaster and Ray 
Dooley. 

Organiser: Garry Doyle (Ballarat)    Instructor: Hugh 
McLaren 

 

After an easy morning start and relaxed trip up, Keith and I 
stopped in Beaufort, west of Ballarat, for lunch. We then 
rolled on up to Ditchfield’s camping area in Mount Cole state 
forest, with Ray close behind. Introductions were made and 
we set up camp. We then joined with the other participants 
on the course, mostly from the Ballarat Light Car Club and 
Four Wheel Drive Club, and one or two others.  

We got down to it and began a discussion on the aims and 
goals of track classification and the point that it is an objec-
tive assessment of the track. It was hard for some to get their 
heads around; to remove themselves, their vehicle and driv-
ing from the equation. It is natural, when driving, to consider 
these factors and pick a suitable line that may in fact be quite 
easy. But in track classification these do not figure. Track clas-
sification looks only at the track and against a set of fixed cri-
teria. These include the nature of the track surface, eg: loose, 
sandy, muddy, clay, rocky and etc. The degree of slope and 
whether it is cambered or not, and the depth of things like 
ruts and mud holes, corrugations, and the height of obstacles 
like rocks and ledges. Also the length of sections of the track 
where the various factors are assessed comes into play. 
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We were handed a booklet and laminated sheet that covered 
these criteria and also how to report the assessment. A map 
reading guide booklet was also handed out to help people 
understand how to read and record details of locations in 
UTM, which for some was a bit of a struggle, being used to 
GPS systems and Latitude and Longitude. A short session was 
held afterwards for those people and they seemed to get 
their heads around it. This now finished the basic theory part 
of the course and we broke for free time until Sunday morn-
ing. 

Garry Doyle enquired whether anybody would be interested 
in assisting in manning a checkpoint for a car rally that the 
Ballarat club was running. I offered, whilst Keith and Ray opt-
ed for an early night. We set off around 7:45 in the evening, 
arriving at the checkpoint just before darkness fell. The first 
vehicles were not expected through until around 10:30. The 
bloke from Ballarat that I had been teamed with and I then lit  

a small fire, both for warmth and as a beacon to indicate the 
checkpoint. Running late, the first check vehicle came 
through at around 11:00, but took over an hour to check 
what should have been a 15 minute stage, primarily as a re-
sult of an error in the notes for the drivers. Because of this, 
all the following vehicles were delayed, including the second 
and third check cars. Problems with communications to both 
rally control and other checkpoints did not help. Finally, with 
cars beginning to stack up at our point, and trying to record 
all the times in an out of each car, things were away. Main-
taining the time gap between each car at the start is essen-
tial for safety so there is less chance of cars colliding with one 
another. After all the competition cars had come through 
and the DNFers accounted for, the sweepers and recovery 
vehicles came through and we were done. We extinguished 
our fire and returned to Ditchfield’s and I crawled into bed at 
around 2:15 Sunday morning. 

Sunday morning dawned bright and clear and bode well for 
the day. After breakfast, we all assembled again to run 
through some of what we would be doing for the remainder 
of the day. Sheets for reporting the classification of the 

tracks we would be travelling were handed out, and to-
gether with our information from yesterday we mounted 
up and headed out. As we arrived at each location, the 
position was recorded on the sheet in UTM, along with a 
descriptive name, eg: junction of Camp Track and Mud-
dy Track. We all then climbed out of the cars and dis-
cussed the nature of the track for that section, noting 
that the most difficult of any individual factor automati-
cally placed the entire section in that category. For ex-
ample, the track might be smooth, flat and well graded, 
with a firm, stable surface, an “Easy” track, but may 
have a deep mud hole  for a short distance, but that 
would be sufficient to make that section a “Double 
Black” section. We then got back in the vehicles and 
continued on, repeating our actions over and over 
again. 

Having completed our drive, we returned to camp and 
further discussed what we had done for the day. We 

then completed an assessment test to ensure we un-
derstood the process and were competent. 

This done, the course was now concluded and after thanks 
and goodbyes, we broke camp and went our separate ways. 
A relaxing trip back down the highway and freeway, back to 
the grind of life and work. 

Dave Roberts 

High Plains Trip – Cup Weekend 
Well, I was between jobs so I was really looking forward to 
this long break.  It was a camper trailer weekend and we’d 
be staying in the same place for three nights.  That’s the 
way to go camping and all we needed to do was find a place 
that no one else was using. 

A small convoy of four cars met at the Leigh Creek Road-
house on the Western Highway at 8:30am on the Saturday 
morning.  There were a variety of cars, my Patrol, a Land-
cruiser 80 series, a Rodeo and a Mitsubishi Pajero.  The 
wind was bitterly cold and quite strong so after a short 
briefing we hopped back into our cars and proceeded down 
the highway.  This was uneventful as the Western Highway 
often is and we arrived in Melbourne ahead of schedule.   

I like to have a break at least every two hours so the plan 
was to meet at the BP on the Pakenham bypass.  As we 
were meeting a fifth vehicle (another 80 series Landcruiser), 
and they lived in Pakenham, the plan was to travel through 
to Labertouche and stop there and have a coffee. Now it 
does pay to check the price board because the small coffees 
were more expensive than the mid-size – go figure.  We 
departed Labertouche and continued through the Latrobe 
Valley where the traffic was starting to build up. It was rain-
ing as well so it was a good thing there weren’t any acci-
dents.  Stopping off at the park in Rosedale we bought 
lunch at the bakery and enjoyed a pleasant half hour with 
the kids playing on the swings.  Onwards and a stop at Sale 
to refuel and then through Stratford to Dargo.  The road to 
Dargo is windy and is a sure place to test any carsickness 
issues.  We found one!  Dargo and another refuel for the 
Landcruiser and a coffee for some and then the long hard 
climb (especially with campers) up onto the High Plains.  
The first dirt was encountered on McMillan Rd on our way 
to Grant.  High tyre pressures meant a rougher than normal 
ride, but the trip was short and we were soon at our 
campsite.   

FOUR WHEEL DRIVE NEWS - Cont 
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There was a little side step scrapping from the Mazda as it’s 
rather wide.  Slow and easy is the approach on this section.   
Not bad for a ute with no lift and with road tyres. 

There was another section further down the track that was 
very rocky and very rutted, where 1 of the Toyotas got there 
Brake Lines caught up with a log under the vehicle and re-
quired some quick fixing.  That’s also the spot Michelle slipped 
on the track and down she went, on an elbow and camera in 
the air and a very sore swollen ankle.  (Later found out to be 
broken.)  Back on the track again with some careful Hand 
braking techniques required from the 100 series. We were all 

back on the track and it was getting late.  Some were camping 
overnight and the others were heading back to Ballarat.   Eve-
ryone agreed it was one of the best day trips we had done. 
We had great company and many laughs.   There wasn’t much 
other traffic around only a few motorbikes and the other 3 x  
4wd’s from another club.  We look forward to the next trip 
and great company. 

 

Cheers Su, Greg, Michelle and Chris 
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No one else, a new long drop toilet and a great open area for 
a fire.  There was even grass and plenty of firewood.  We 
were set so we established our campsite and settled in for 
the evening. 

The plan for Sunday was a drive in the afternoon and this 
would take us to Blue Rag Range.  Straight up the High Plains 
Rd I was able to point out many of the sites along the way.  
Randall was looking for views and Blue Rag didn’t disappoint.  
It was brilliant and there was little wind and a clear sky.  We 
took that in for a while then set out on the return via North 
Basalt Track and Ritchie Rd.  This was a long trip home so it 
was fortunate we had our camp set up.  At the intersection 
of Nth Basalt and Ritchie, right at Basalt Knob is an old train 
carriage.  Cattlemen and loggers used this for many years as 
a refuge. 

The next morning (Monday) I decided that we’d do a morn-
ing trip giving us the afternoon back at camp.  The weather 
was great and we headed off in search of mines.  The first 
stop was the Good Hope mine site but the track was over-
grown and there was a walk to the site which was steep and 
overgrown.  We had some moments with a bog hole and 
then continued on to Collingwood Spur. This was a stock 
route years ago for the mine settlements around this area.  
It’s steep and long, and the view from the helipad at the top 
gives great views of the Crooked and Wongungarra Valleys.  
Down in the Crooked Riover Valley we turned left and made 
our way to Cynthia Spur. 

 This track will take you to Wonnongatta but that was fur-
ther than we would travel.  The first few kilometres (almost 
8 km) were steep.  At times the inclinometer showed 35 
degrees, which is steep enough but was followed by a cul-
vert that had a short sharp steeper face.  At the top and 
with no problems we returned down Station Track (and 
were lucky to have no one coming in the opposite direction) 
to Pioneer Racecourse.  Back along the Crooked River and 
up McMillans Track from Talbotville back to our camp.  This 
trip gave us river crossings, very steep up and down hills 
and narrow overgrown tracks with bog holes.  What more 
could you want. 

Back at camp and a relaxing afternoon sitting in the sun.  A 
good big fire that night too as it was our last night at that 
spot.  The Tuesday plan was to travel home via Bright and 
then we’d make our own way.  Originally we were to travel 
past Power’s Lookout but our entire group had seen it.  In 
Bright we had a late morning tea/early lunch followed by a 
walk around the shops.  We waved everyone goodbye and 
we made our way to Myrtleford and then left toward Lake 
Buffalo.  From the lake it was an interesting trip to Whitfield 
and then Mansfield where I refuelled.  We had a lunch ap-
pointment in Warburton on Wednesday so our plan was to 
stay somewhere along the way.  I hadn’t been the Jamieson 
Road for some time so that became our plan.  I set the War-
burton address in the Hema Navigator and we were able to 
see all the Camps 7 sites along the way. Down to Kevington 
and still on the bitumen all the great spots were crowded.  
This wasn’t looking good, as we wanted to set up for the 
evening.  The gravel started soon after and the very next 
Camps 7 site on the Goulburn had well managed grass, a 
new toilet and only one other car.  And it was right on the 
river.  We tried the next and it too was a beauty-no one 
there but close to the road.  We were running out of op-
tions but the next site was absolutely perfect.  It looked like 
a caravan park in the way it was cared for, there was no one 
there and we had it to ourselves.  There was even loads of 
firewood left from the weekend so we had an easy setup.   

The Wednesday saw us travel via Wood’s Point and Matlock 
where the weather turned cold and foggy (high in the Great 
Divide) and then returned to sunny weather back at War-
burton.  What a great relaxing weekend so thanks to all 
those who came on this wonderful journey. 

Garry Doyle 
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Cobaw Ranges Day trip  

17th November 2014 
 

The day started with Garry the trip leader arriving in a Com-
modore.   Yea a Commodore to go 4wding with we all knew 
something was not quite right.  Yea Garry had a personal 
emergency he had to attend to, of to hospital for him.  He 
handed the day’s leadership to Chris.  We all did introductions 
to some club members we had not seen in a while, and dis-
cussed the plan for the day, So with the 6 vehicles including, 3 
Toyota’s , 1 Rodeo, 1 Mitsubishi, 1 Mazda and we were off.  
Up the highway to Creswick to met up with some others in a 
Nissan.  Then to Lancefield where we met up Paul and Su in 
another Nissan, they stayed in the Rangers over the weekend.  
Totally 8 vehicles now so we all  enjoyed Morning tea at the 
Bakery.  Off to Paul’s campsite to air down and more discus-
sions were held over the map in regard to trip. 

  Lot’s of the men thought about the area marked  

DON’T GO THERE on the map. 

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A gentle start to the days with lovely view’s.  We came across 
a few semi dry bogs holes, most took the chicken track around.  

Then the boy’s  got excited about a stretch of muddy water 
that we all had to go through, so we all got wet and muddy. 

 

FOUR WHEEL DRIVE NEWS - Cont 
We entered Soil Pit track which was challenging in places, we 
all enjoyed the rocky outcrops landscape and the general 
drive, stopping to take photos of the wildflowers in the area 
and explore some of the track.  Some of the track are in   
photos below. 

Chris took to the track first, hard and fast, the Challenger 
wasn’t going to let us down, up we went all wheels in the air, 
then 2 wheels in the air.  We made it up on flat ground, in-
spected the vehicle and no damage to tyres and Chris’s pride 
was held in place.  I am getting a rear locker fitted DEAR.  The 
other 7 vehicles came up one at a time and enjoyed their 
rear lockers locked in place. 

 

Discussion’s was held about vehicles with lower clearance 
which would be  

 

 

Sue in the Rodeo was caught up on a rock and the boys 
pushed her backwards to be freed. 
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 What a weekend! 

Competitor numbers were down a little on previous years, 

but the lower numbers allowed for heaps  of driving and a 

relaxed, fun event. We had multiple entries in nearly all clas-

ses which made for some great competition.   

The Saturday: 

We had an early start on Saturday morning. Five Motorkhana 

tests and six Khanacross tests made for a busy day. The 

weather was a little cooler and damp at times, but overall 

much kinder conditions compared to previous years when the 

dust factor makes life difficult for competitors & officials. The 

Motorkhana challenged the competitors with different sur-

faces, including 2 tests on grass, 2 on gravel and 1 on bitu-

men.  

After a lunch break, we began the Khanacross which used 

most of the BLCC motorsport complex, with a mix of auto-

cross track, gravel and grass. Tests 1 & 2 were shorter tests. 

Test 3 used the same course, but combined tests 1 & 2.  Tests 

4, 5 & 6 were the same concept, but in the opposite direction. 

I hope that makes sense! The best of 2 attempts at each test 

counted towards results. 

Paul Gladman (A), Rod Hall (I), Sharon Pitt (F) and Chloe 

Wythe (L) were dominating their respective classes with two 

sub event wins. However, Juniors class (J2&3) Nathan Stevens 

and Jake Gladman  and the Rear Wheel Drive class(R) Henk & 

Robert Dekker were even on class points coming into the last 

event. 

After the Motorkhana & Khanacross,  Brayden Quirk had won 

the J1 event class. Well done Brayden.  

The Sunday: 

 The Autocross began a little later after the previous day’s 

competition. However we still allowed for 6 competitive 

runs, with the fastest 4 counting towards results. The whole 

track was used and run in the normal anticlockwise direc-

tion. The track was damp when we began, but towards the 

last runs, we had huge plumes of dust following the com-

petitors. Hard to understand when we were clearing stand-

ing water only days before the event.  

The Autocross finished nice and early with a smaller field, 

so we had time to pack up quickly and head over to the club 

rooms for recovery and presentations. 

Class Results:  

Once the dust had settled, literally, Paul Gladman (A), Rod 

Hall (I), Sharon Pitt (F) and Chloe Wythe (L) had all won 

their class. Nathan Stevens came out on top over Jake Glad-

man in Junoirs, finishing 3rd outright in the Autocross sub 

event. Henk won the battle of the Rear Wheel Drive Dek-

kers over Robert. 

The Outrights: 

4th outright was Nathan Stevens who just got faster as the 

event went on. Reg Johnson drove well all weekend in Dar-

ren Watkins’ Corolla and finished 3rd outright. Second out-

right went to Paul Gladman. Paul drove the wheels off his 

Laser with second placing’s in the Motorkhana & 

Khanacross, plus a first outright in the Autocross. 

 

COGLAN’S CARNIVAL 2014 
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Well, it had to happen. She has been telling us how she 

“drives like a girl” for some time now. She won a mo-

torkhana round earlier this year, and now she has won Cogh-

lan’s Carnival 2014. Consistant, fast, smooth driving has 

earned Sharon Pitt her racing stripes and a great result.  

Congratulations Sharon.  

The Thankyous: 

Firstly, I’d like to thank my “partner in crime” and co-

director, Greg Pitt. After winning last year’s event he took on 

the challenge to help run this year’s. Greg was a great help 

by directing the Motorkhana, setting driving tests, 

Khanacross timing, track preparation and all-round offici-

ating to help the event run smoothly. Thanks Greg. 

I’d also like to thank Rhonda Coghlan once again for her help 

taking entries, looking after the kitchen, providing birthday 

cake for Philip and moral support. Thanks Rhonda. 

Special thanks to Rod Hall for running the autocross, timing 

the autocross and scoring, Clare Bennett for catering for the 

event,  Roy Parkinson for once again being our “friendly”  

steward, Noel Peers for scrutineering and timing, Mick Goos-

sens for timing and scoring. Thanks also to Michele Bailey for 

helping with entries and officiating, and to Keith McElroy 

and Dave Jowett for capturing the action photos which made 

the trophies.  

There are many more including Ben McKee, Darren Wythe, 

Arron Secombe, Keith McElroy, Regina Wilson, Colin & Jan 

Faulkner, Scott Secombe, Paul Hocking, Rob Prosser. 

I’m sorry if there’s anyone I’ve forgotten. As you can see, 

there is lot of help needed to make events like these hap-

pen. 

 

I Hope to see you all again at next years’ Coghlan’s Carnival. 

 

Damian Faulkner 

 

Happy Birthday Philip!! 

COGLAN’S CARNIVAL 2014-Cont 

Full results will be available on— http://www.blcc.net.au 
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2014 Dial Before you Dig Super Six Touring Car Championship  

the next turn. Two laps later on lap 11 Baxter-Smith 

managed to get passed Jason and held his spot until the 

end leaving Jason finishing fourth allowing him to slip 

into fourth place in the outright championship.  

 Sunday’s Race Two was action packed! Ross again pulled 

away strong with Baxter-Smith charging up behind. Jason 

started fourth but slipped to fifth in the tight pack on lap one 

before reclaiming fourth on lap four. Baxter-Smith spun on 

lap five and went off in a cloud of dust putting Jason into 

third. Jason fought his way up and stayed with Grice and 

Ross with Tabinor on his tail.  

Jason snuck passed Grice on turn eight and Ross and Ja-

son pulled away from the rest of the pack seeing Jason 

doing his fastest lap of the race only .05 of a second off the 

fastest lap of the race. Unfortunately for Brent Edwards 

luck was not on his side and came off on lap 10 at turn 10 

and a safety car was called to get him out. This caused the 

pack to regroup and tighten back up before restarting for a 

final lap of a sprint to the end. Jason's restart wasn't great 

and ended the race in fourth behind race leader Gavin 

Ross, second placed Ben Grice and third placed Simon 

Tabinor.  

Race Three was underway and the pressure was on for 

Jason to hold on to his Division Two lead and keep his 

fourth place outright in the championship. It was a crash 

and bash racing in Race Three seeing multiple pushes by 

some drivers which in turn left Grice with a drive through 

penalty and Baxter-Smith spinning and being pushed back 

into the rear end of the pack.  

 

 WAKEFIELD PARK WRAP  

Leoncini Motorsport set out to Wakefield Park 

Raceway from 17-19 October 2014 for the 

final round of the Shannon’s Nationals, Dial 

Before You Dig Super Six Touring Car Cham-

pionship. There were double points up for 

grabs and Leoncini Motorsport were heading 

into the round sitting fifth outright and first in 

Division 2. It was important more than ever to 

finish this round strong to secure his place in 

the championship.  

Fridays practice started slow but Jason and 

the team were able to make some adjust-

ments to the car in preparation for Saturdays 

qualifying. Qualifying sessions had Jason fin-

ish fifth fastest behind series leader Gavin 

Ross, Kane Baxter-Smith, 2012/13 Series 

Champion Simon Tabinor and Travis Lindorff.  

Jason slipped up to start fourth for Race One 

after Travis Lindorff unfortunately had to with-

draw from competing. Race One was 14 laps 

of head to toe. Jason had a great start slot-

ting into 3rd before turn 3. Gavin Ross and 

Simon Tabinor had a great race pulling 

ahead of the pack and stayed out front. Bax-

ter-Smith reminded Jason he was still there 

on lap 8 when he gave Jason a nudge in the 

back at turn 8 and then switched places the 

following lap before Jason got his spot back 
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While the rear half of the pack was spending more 

time off the track than on in mayhem rubbing paint 

with each other, It was a ripper of a race up the front 

seeing Gavin Ross finishing first yet again and 

2012/13 series champion Simon Tabinor finish sec-

ond.  

While Jason stayed out of the damage and kept to 

his clean racing technique he was able to finish third 

which secured him the win in Division 2 for the 

weekend and finished third outright as well.  

The championship points were tallied Sunday and 

the winners were announced at the Sunday night 

presentation. While fellow Victorian Gavin Ross fin-

ished first ahead of Queenslander Kane Baxter-

Smith and Victorian Travis Lindorff. Jason finished 

fourth outright and was crowned Division Two 

Champion. It was a proud moment for Leoncini Mo-

torsport when Jason was also named the 2014 

“Rookie of The Year”. Leoncini Motorsport has had 

a great first year and is looking forward to the 2015 

season when they will be building a VY Commodore 

to race and are also competing in the Bathurst Mo-

torsport Festival over Easter and looking at a drive 

in the V8 Supercar development series as well.  

Once more Leoncini Motorsport needs to thank all 

the local Ballarat companies for supporting their 

season, namely DEJ Party Shop and Packing, R&J 

Batteries, GJ Gardner Homes Ballarat, Albins Per-

formance Transmissions, Inland Motor Body Works, 

Flat Stik Graphix, Mathews Tyre Centre and Lal Lal 

Automotive. They would also like to thanks PPG 

Industries and all of their friends and family for all 

their help and continued support over the past 12 

months and for always coming out to each event to 

show their support and cheer Jason on until he 

crosses the final finish line.  
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Khanacross Rd 3 Ballarat Light Car Club results. 

1st O/R Damian Quirk 

2nd O/R Paul Gladman 

3rd O/R Richard Gay 

Donut Award - Sam Mennen Dato 

Class winners 

 J1 Josh Gay 

 2 Jake Gladman 

 J3 Nathan Stevens 

 A Richard Gay 

 B Paul Drew Gladman 

 C Damian Quirk  

 D Darren Hetherington 

 I Reg Johnson 

Thank you to Rob Prosser, Arron Secombe , Paul Hock-

ing for timing, Michelle Bayley for book in, Darren 

Wythe & helpers for scrutineering. 

5 great tests with 2 attempts at each.  

KHANACROSS Rnd 3 

https://www.facebook.com/damian.quirk
https://www.facebook.com/paul.gladman.98
https://www.facebook.com/kim.gee.71
https://www.facebook.com/jake.gladman.1
https://www.facebook.com/nathan.stevens.986
https://www.facebook.com/drew.gladman
https://www.facebook.com/darren.hetherington.75
https://www.facebook.com/reg.johnson.12
https://www.facebook.com/arron.secombe
https://www.facebook.com/paul.hocking.37
https://www.facebook.com/paul.hocking.37
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VALE Stephen Richards by Rod Hall 

I met Steve at college in Bendigo some 34 years ago. Steve was 
already interested in cars that go fast or go racing. Bathurst came 
around and he told all and sundry that the TV room was his for the 
day and proceeded to watch the race from start to finish. On nu-
merous occasions he expounded on the magnificent sound a car 
with weber carbies made being driven though the forest at full 
throttle.  

After graduating from college he went off to teach in few other 
places whilst I took up a tech position at the Ballarat CAE as Fed 
Uni was known back then. A couple of years later I decided to get 
married and Steve was part of our wedding party which illustrates 
that he was a pretty good friend of mine. In Nhill a few weeks after 
that I can still remember both Steve and I along with Richard an-
other friend from Bendigo whose wedding about to happen that 
afternoon roaring around the paddock at our family farm with my 
poor mum having kittens that Richard who was the  groom might 
be hurt and not make his wedding or turn up covered in grease.  

 A few years after that when he landed a teaching placement just 
down the road a bit at Willaura Steve decided it was time he 
joined the Ballarat Light Car Club or the Light Car Club of Australia 
– Ballarat Branch as it was known then. Very shortly after he 
joined he also encouraged me to join up as well. I did my first 
event with this new car club early 1990 and I think it might have 
been Steve’s second event. Anyhow I was hooked and I know he 
was already hooked.   

After doing a few events and getting to know a few people around 
the club and moving to Ballarat having got a new teaching place-
ment  it wasn’t long before Steve became interested in not just the 
driving side of the club but also started to help out with the run-
ning of the club. He joined the committee of management of the 
club sometime before 1996 when he won the very prestigious 
service award for the club known as the clubman which recog-
nised the contribution he had made to the club. I also won the 
award with Steve that year so am well aware of the amount of 
work he put into the club which I assure was substantial. One no-
table project was the lining of the timing tower at the Autocross 
track which had previously been just corrugated iron. Now it was 
insulated and lined with timber. Perhaps some of his brother 
Mark’s carpentry skills must have rubbed off on Steve or it was his 
stature being a rather tall bloke that was important. Those that 
know Steve’s handyman skills will know which it was,   

In these early years of club membership Steve was a regular time-
keeper in the timing tower, also assisting with entering the times 
recorded on the stopwatches into a computer so that the events 
could be scored. He always did this with high accuracy and fairness 
and honesty.  Not content to just serve the club in only that way 
he also scored one of the first State Championship Motorkhana 
events again entering stopwatch times into a computer that would 
then calculate the times and spit out printed results.  

All this time Steve was also competing in all sorts of events mo-
torkhana’s autocrosses hillclimbs and sprints with some considera-
ble success as he was becoming a pretty handy driver. He was also 
partaking in rallies in the forest which was to become his greatest 
motorsport passion both as a driver or navigator and also as a key 
official organising rallies so that others could compete. In 1999 and 
again in 2001 Steve won the Club Trials Championship as the best 
Rally driver which was no mean feat and showed that his compe-
tence as a driver.  

His competence as an event organiser was also growing with him 
able to be the head honcho on more than one occasion running 
the prestigious Begonia rally which was a State championship 

event. Being at State level the experience and competence required 
was considerable and Steve more than satisfied the governing body 
otherwise he would not have been allowed to do it.  

Steve also used his computer skills to edit the club magazine for a 
period of years. Steve took great pride in this role and overtime was 
able improve the quality. He loved that magazine reminding me on 
numerous that he kept all of them from the time he joined the club 
not just the ones he edited. He was very interested in what was hap-
pening in the club when he wasn’t editing the mag he would read it 
cover to cover as soon as it landed in his letterbox.  

For Steve there has only ever really been one car his beloved 2 litre 
Mark 2 Ford Escort. He did buy a rotary powered buggy from Bendigo 
one year but the Escort was always his favourite. There is a funny 
story with the buying trip when he picked up the buggy from Bendigo. 
On the way back whilst towing this new little race car on a hot sum-
mers night the Fairlane which was Steve’s tow car decided it wanted 
to over heat. Dave Plenderleith and I  had gone up with Steve to help 
him decide if he should buy the car. There were 3 of us in the car on 
the way back so Steve had to turn on the heater to try to cool the 
engine. Hot summers night and we have to have the heater on. We 
got into a town somewhere along the way and the 3 of us ran around 
trying to collect water from the sprinklers at the shire office that were 
on to try to cool this hot radiator and motor. Must have been hilari-
ous for any locals watching.  

Steve also contributed to the sports subcommittee that basically 
looked after the competition aspects of the Car Club where his rallying 
expertise was very useful and appreciated.  

Steve also brought computers into the administration of the Club 
writing a membership database with no formal training which has 
served the club very well over numerous years.  

In all his dealings at the club Steve put in 110% and then some, was 
always highly regarded, has always been a gentleman, fair, honest and 
someone who was always willing to help out  others no matter who 
you were. He had a big heart to go with his considerable size frame. 
His enthusiasm also brought in a few others into the club. The motor-
sport fraternity has certainly been enriched to have had Steve in-
volved in it.   

We have recently as a club started working towards a facilty 
for “anything with wheels” I can reflect that  Steve was always 
fascinated and drawn to anything with wheels and an engine, 
be it a car, tractor forklift whatever, you have to beat Steve off 
with a big stick to beat him into the drivers seat. He would  
then be there with the biggest grin on his face enjoying every 
moment.  

Thanks Steve for all you’ve done for us both as a club and as 
individuals, I hope you enjoyed the ride because I have and I’m 
sure others have too. Thanks Mate.  

Rod Hall 
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EDITOR’S REPORT 
with Chris Stevens 

Once again a very busy month with the running of  the annual     

Coghlan’s Carnival 2 day event along with round 3 of this years 

Khanacross series as well as plenty of opportunities for Four Wheel 

Driving  

This months meeting will start with BBQ at the clubrooms followed 

by  a trip to the bush with Garry leading and adventure into the local 

Creswick forest (don't worry if you don't have 4x4 there will be plen-

ty of room in member vehicles) 

Given that it is looking like we wont have to vacate our Sport Com-

plex any time soon we need to catch-up on some outstanding repair 

and maintenance ,  It would be greatly appreciated if all members 

could spare some time and come along to assist, we will be holding 

the working bee’s of an evening after work on the 1st, 2nd and 3rd of 

December, the more that can help the better as many hands make 

light work. 

Those thinking about participating in this years Fuel economy run 

please let Keith know ASAP as needing to confirm numbers. He a 

variety of vehicles that to date include Prius and a  V12 E type Jaguar  

Chris Stevens 

Member Small adverts of the Buy, swap & Sell type will        

continue to be Free 

Size  Annual Fee ($)  Month Fee ($) 

Full Page  220.00 22.00 

Half Page  143.00 14.30 

Third Page  119.00 11.90 

Quarter page  99.00 9.90 

Sixth Page  89.80 8.90 

Eighth page  79  7.90 

Notice to Bulletin Advertisers 

If you wish to place an advertisement, please consult the   

Treasurer, Nigel Stevens 0408 519 868  who will arrange an 

invoice and pass the request to the Editor, Chris Stevens for 

inclusion in the appropriate issues. 

Please see the table below for the Annual Fee for Advertising 

Website info 

http://blcc.net.au 
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CLASSIFIEDS  

For Sale - Rod Hall  

 Common Wood 

$70.00 per cubic mtr  

 $200.00 for 3 mtr 

 

 

Wanted— Your buy or sell items 

Email blcceditor@blcc.net.au  with  details to be listed 
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  22 November 2014 





NEXT MEETING  FRIDAY  28th November 


