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Liability Disclaimer – All material in this magazine represents the opinions of the authors and does not carry any endorsement by the   

Editor or the Committee, Ballarat Light Car Club has no official connection with any public or commercial organisation and it does not provide 

product recommendations. Names of commercial products mentioned in this magazine are registered names and trademarks of their      

owners. Copyright Notice – Material in this magazine may be copied by any other club without fee or written permission provided that the 

copyright rests with the Ballarat Light Car Club. The copies are not to be used for commercial advantage and the origins of the material and 

this permission to copy are acknowledged in the reprinted item. The Nissan Car Club-Australia is acknowledged as the source for the wording 

of this Disclaimer.  
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
with Michele Bayley 
 

Welcome to New Members 

 Paul Shaw 
 Peter Swan 
 

Club Driving Instructors 

Arron Seccomb Leon Pegg 

Barney Haddon Les Noonan 

Ben McKee Mick Goossens  

Chris Hall  Paul Gladman 

Damian Faulkner Paul Hocking 

Damian Quirk Peter Elis  

Darren Wythe Reg Johnosn 

David Stewart Richard Gay 

Garry Doyle Rob Prosser  

Gary Harrowfield Rod Hall  

Greg Pitt  Russell McKenzie  

Ian Brain Wayne Drew 

John Bourke    

Keith McElroy  
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2015 CALENDER EVENTS 

Date Event Venue 
Organising 

Club Series Director 

February      

27th Trophy Night BLCC Clubrooms BLCC   

28th-29th 4wd Trip Leader Training BLCC Clubrooms BLCC 4x4  Gary Doyle 

March      

1st AX Rnd2 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC AX Rnd 2/CDC2 
Les Noonan &        
Andrew Bayley 

7-9th Big Desert Ramble Big Desert BLCC 4x4  TBA 

12-15th F1 Melbourne Albert Park FIA   

21-22nd Mt Leura Hillclimb VHC Mt Leura BLCC CDC3 /VRC 3 TBA 

28-29 4WD Training BLCC M/S Complex BLCC 4x4  Gary Doyle 

April      

4th –5th Butcher 4WD Trip Butcher BLCC 4x4  TBA 

11th-12th 4WD Training BLCC M/S Complex BLCC 4x4  Gary Doyle 

18th Marysville VCRS2 Marysville FFCC CTC 1 John  Roberts 

19th AX Rnd 3 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC AX Rnd3 Chris Hall 

25th Anzac Day     

May      

2nd MK 1 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC MK Rd1 Paul Gladman 

9th VCAS BLCC M/S Complex BLCC   

10th Mothers Day Not @ BLCC   Mum 

16th Cooper Memorial Wombat WDCC CTC 2  

23rd AX Rnd 4 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC AX Rnd4 CDC 5 TBA 

29th –31st Snow Trip High Country BLCC 4x4  Garry Doyle 

June      

14th MK Rnd3 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC MK Rnd 3 TBA 

20th Nissan Nightmoves Heathcoate NCCA CTC3  
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2015 CALENDER EVENTS Cont 

Date Event Venue 
Organising 

Club Series Director 

July      

4th-26th 
Flinders Rangers and  

Simpson Desert 
 BLCC 4x4  Garry Doyle 

11th Test & Tune Day BLCC M/S Complex BLCC  Arron Secombe 

19th MK RND 4 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC MK Rd4 CDC 5 TBA 

August      

9th Khanacros Rnd 1 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC KX Rnd 1 TBA 

30th Khanacros Rnd 2 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC KX Rnd 2 TBA 

September      

6th Fathers Day    Dad 

12th Tunbridge Novice Trial Mt Cole & Avoca BLCC  
Garry Doyle / Sean 

Payne 

19th Spring 200   CTC4  

October      

18th Khanacros Rnd 3 BLCC M/S Complex BLCC KX Rnd 3 TBA 

November      

7th—8th COGS Carnival BLCC M/S Complex BLCC  TBA 

14th Begonia Rally VRC  BLCC  Arron Secombe 

December      

6th 
Geordie Fawcett Memorial 

AX 
BLCC M/S Complex BLCC  TBA 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Well hasn’t February been a flat out month? 

This month has been a full on month with events been and 

gone. We have seen round 1 of the BLCC Autocross series, 

4WD trips and as I am writing this we have the swap meet 

car parking and the next day we have round 1 of the CDC 

Hillclimb at Mount Leura. And to finish the month off we 

have the trophy night. 

Talking of the Trophy night we will have guest speaker Phil 

Split Pin Brock. It will be a great night as Phil is a great 

speaker, it will fall on the week of Brother Peters 70th   

birthday. So invite your family and friends for great night of 

entertainment. 

The committee are currently looking at our Facebook page 

currently, to incorporate motorsport, junior development, 

H Plates and Four Wheel Driving. As a club we need to 

grow together no matter what our motoring interests are, 

we are one club that falls under the BLCC banner. There 

has been some interesting comments made on public    

forums and the old the Chinese whispers on the grape vine, 

I invite you if you do have a concern, please contact a   

committee member and discuss it with us. Or I am happy 

to open the floor at the March Meeting and have an open 

discussion.  

Places like public forums can be damaging to the BLCC. I 

will be as will the other admin people will be monitoring 

our   public forums for any damaging or not needed post 

and will be deleting them and people may be banned from 

the BLCC sites in future.   

It’s great to see new blood appearing as directors at different 

events, in recent times we have seen Greg Pitt, Andrew     

Bayley, Geoff McCarthy and Sean Payne. We are also looking 

to try include more CAMS stewards for the club as they are a 

little thin on the ground around the club. I have been      

speaking with CAMS and if we can get 10 people they will run 

the course at the club, I would like a few names and we can 

ask other clubs if they have anyone.  

See You at the Trophy Night  

Arron Harry Secombe  

President 2012-2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  6 February 2015 

Arron’s engaged  

Congratulation  to Kylie and Arron on there engagement 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KOLORAMA RALLY 

 

Competition Clothing— Competitors at our events to wear 
non flammable clothing. We don’t want to mandate full race 
suits etc but we all need to think that cotton or wool are     
probably a better material than synthetic. 

New Club Permit Regulations—Available on following link 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/registration/limited-use-permits/club-

permit-scheme/changes-to-the-club-permit-scheme-from-31-january-2015 

New Driving Light Regulations 

Some information on Vic roads regulations on following link 

https://www.facebook.com/narvaaustralia/photos/

a.518973651484048.1073741829.245008865547196/790702447644499/?

type=1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

Website info 

http://blcc.net.au 

https://www.facebook.com/narvaaustralia/photos/a.518973651484048.1073741829.245008865547196/790702447644499/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/narvaaustralia/photos/a.518973651484048.1073741829.245008865547196/790702447644499/?type=1
https://www.facebook.com/narvaaustralia/photos/a.518973651484048.1073741829.245008865547196/790702447644499/?type=1
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At future Autocross events we would like to train up some 
more people who can help with timing in the tower. If you 
are interested please come up and have a look, we don’t 
bite and you will see the track from a different viewpoint.  

Parents or Guardians of junior members please feel free to 
involve them if they are interested as it’s a job they can do  
and they will probably be better than most of us seniors.  

BLCC Competition Report 
Rod Hall 

BLCC Sports Sub & Competition Notes February 2015 

At our recent Sports Sub meeting and subsequently at our 
Committee meeting it was discussed that we should         
encourage entrants in our events to wear non flammable 
clothing. We don’t want to mandate full race suits etc but 
we all need to think that cotton or wool are probably a 
better material than synthetic. 

We have changed a couple of dates in our calendar to give 
our Autocross Track preparer a bit more time since he has 
to do this preparation with slightly less capable machinery 
at present. To this end the 19th of April will now be        
Autocross Series Round 3 and the 2nd of May will be      
Motorkhana Series Round 1. We have also calendared 14th 
June as Motorkhana Rd 2 & Khanacross Round  2 . It may 
even be at a different site if we can make it work. Stay 
tuned for the Venue.  

CAMS have been on the blower and would be willing to 
run a stewards course in our Clubrooms if we can get 
around 10  people to spend a Saturday or Sunday. It is a 1 
day course. Stewards are few and far between and very       
necessary for any speed event we want to run. Please    
consider this and put your name forward so you can help 
out. We only have about 4 or 5 people with this              
qualification at present. Talk to Rod Hall or the Donk if  
interested.  

21st and 22nd March will see us down at Camperdown again 
running a round  4 of the Victorian Hillclimb Championship. 
It will also be a round of our CDC. Please enter if you want 
to or volunteer to sit on a corner. This year we will be    
having just 1 event over 2 days so more runs available. All 
the VHC rounds in 2015 have a come and try component 
so if you know someone who would like to try before they 
buy get them along.  
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FOUR WHEEL DRIVE NEWS 

Garry Doyle                                                                  

Four Wheel Drive Victoria 
Not much is happening in FWDV at the moment.  Several of 
us have been spending considerable time helping out with 
their RTO re-registration.  This involves quite a bit of work, 
however when we’re successful, we’ll have the best training 
around – and it’ll enable people doing training to have an 
accredited unit of competency. 

I’m assisting in the running of a Track Classification course 
on March 1st.  This is in the Gembrook Forest and we’ll need 
these skills.  Parks Victoria have given FWDV a task to get a 
lot of tracks classified.  We’re doing our bit during March by 
doing some classification in the Wombat Forest.  If you’ve 
done the training, then let Michelle or Chris Stoel know. 

 

Australia Day trip 
Meeting at the clubrooms on Saturday saw 4 vehicles ready 
for a weekend of fun.  We had two camper trailers and the 
other two had tents.  I was towing ours and that meant the 
pace of the trip would be determined by my trusty Patrol.  
The weather was weird.  You couldn’t see much at the     
airport as there was a thick fog.  We weren’t sure what this 
would lead to, but some were wondering whether we 
should have dressed in warmer clothes.  We left around 8:45 
and headed for Creswick and through Newlyn where we met 
Geoff who’d come directly up from Warrenheip.  Joining in 
we ventured through Daylesford, through to Kyneton and 
onto Lancefield.  On the last road into Lancefield the sun 
showed up and it stayed for the rest of the weekend.     
Stopping for our usual morning tea in the bakery, it was a 
challenge getting a car park as the monthly market was on 
and was it packed.  We met another of our members at the 
bakery – Tom had stayed at Sunbury the night before and he 
also had his new camper. 

The trip from Lancefield wasn’t inspiring – straight up the 
Hume Freeway.  We stopped at the roadhouse at Glenrowan 
for lunch.  And it was getting quite warm and humid.  Fur-
ther o the Hume we turned off on the Great Alpine Road and 
headed for Myrtleford where we fueled up.   

Not all of us fueled, Darren was getting such great economy 
in the Ford Ranger, he thought he’d see the weekend out on 
a single tank.  From there it was into the Buckland Valley just 
through the Porepunkah roundabout.  There were a few cars 
around as it was a terrific long weekend, so we hoped the 
camping would be reasonable.  Ben and Claire had arrived on 
Friday so we were relying on them having a great spot.  And 
they didn’t let us down.  We travelled about 30 kilometers 
down the  valley and headed for Beveridge’s Station camping 
area.  Ben and Claire were there and there was only one    
other cap site with a few people and they weren’t close to us.  
What a great spot, right beside the river. 

 

Saturday night and it was hot and humid.  I set up the screen 
and the projector and after dinner we showed a few videos.  
The first was the wedding video of Su and Greg who were 
with us on the trip.  I then showed a video about the riots on 
the Buckland in 1857 and this gave us a lot of things to think 
about for our drive the next day.  We then watched The     
Sapphires, a great film with great music. 

Sunday morning and the humidity had gone and the tempera-
ture had improved – not so hot.  The sun came up and we 
breakfasted before heading off on our day’s trip.  Firstly up to 
Mt Murray via the Mt Murray Logging Track. The views from 
the top were great and the weather was very clear.  The top 
of Mt Murray is quite small so not a lot of room to move.  
From Mt Murray we headed toward Mt St Bernard Junction 
just below Mt Hotham.  Slowly down the Great Alpine Road 
to the ticket box and up Sugarloaf Track.  This had the first of 
the tough sections, steep rocky sections that were all        
traversed easily.  The little Suzuki showing up some of the 
bigger vehicles.  Up to Mt Buckland and another great     
viewing opportunity before coming back down the range a 
little before lunch. After lunch we wound our way around the 
upper reaches of the valley going close to Harrietville but 
ending up back in the Buckland Valley on Clear Hills Track.  
This has a lot of mining remnants and we stopped at the site 
of an old settlement and no sooner had we stopped than a 
small group took off for the creek. The rest were ready to 
leave and no sign of the others. They had a bucket and were 
collecting fresh blackberries which were everywhere.  There 
might be something good for tea! 
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The group were up for a bit more of a challenge, se we turned 
left up Paddy Hill Track which was over 20 kilometers of uphill.  
Some of it was steep and loose.  At the top we found our way 
to Pheasant Creek Track which was where the two fire fighters 
were killed a few years back.  The fire break track is still quite 
overgrown.  At the bottom, we crossed the Buckland River, 
turned left and were back in camp.  Gerard thought his fuel 
gauge had broken as he was showing 39 kilometers to empty.  
Remember, Darren didn’t fill up and it was 60kilometres plus 
to fuel.  Greg had a jerry can so after a quick refuel Darren 
breathed a sigh of relief. 

Sunday night was a communal dinner which was a treat.     
Following dinner were two freshly made blackberry crumbles 
and custard. Wonderful way to finish the day. 

Monday morning and Tom and Maria had to leave early.  The 
rest of us took our time and three of us were left to leave last 
which we did.  We lunched at the Myrtleford Bakery and then 
travelled home via the Hume highway on the same roads we 
went up on. 

Thanks to the great group for a terrific relaxing weekend.  The 
weather was great (until we got back to Ballarat – apparent 
temperature 11 Celsius) and the company great. 

Garry 

Upcoming Events 
These are our upcoming 4WD events.  Please let Michelle 
Stoel or Garry Doyle know if you are coming on these trips.  
We have limits  for insurance so we must know in advance.  
Michelle 0438 394 466   Garry 0459 461 759 

Labour Day long weekend – March 7th to 9th  
This year we’ll go to the Big desert.  Heading north of 

Rainbow past Lake Albacutya, we’ll camp in the desert for the 
two nights.  This year we’ll explore the northern parts of the 
desert up toward Murrayville.  This will be a camper friendly 
trip.  Please contact Michelle Stoel if you are coming.  Meet at 
the clubrooms on Saturday ready to leave at 8:30am 

March 22nd – Track Classification in the Wombat 

This trip will be for those who have completed the Track    
Classification course.  Parks Victoria have requested that a lot 
of tracks around Victoria are classified before the end of June. 
We will take up the opportunity to do as many as we can in 
the Wombat on this one day.   

Meet at the Leigh Creek Roadhouse, Western Highway 
(opposite Kryal Castle entry) at 8:30am.  Garry will have 
what equipment we need for the day.  Please let Garry 
know if your able to make it. 

March 28th & 29th – Training using our new track 

This is the first time we’ll be using our new training track at 
the airport.  We’ll start on Saturday morning at 10:00am in 
the Clubrooms for the theory.  We’ll use the track at the 
airport on Saturday afternoon to practice the skills.  Then 
on Sunday we’ll venture into the local forests for a day of 
learning.  There is a fee of $20 each for this which covers 
the handbook and the Certificate issued by Four Wheel 
Drive Victoria.  I’ll only take 4 people (can be 2 in one car 
for a couple) as I like to give lots of attention.  Please book 
with Garry 0459 461 759 

Friday 3rd April to Monday 6th Easter trip 
This will be a trip of two parts.  We’re heading to Butcher 
Country, a particularly steep and rock area north of Licola.  
This will be for those who have vehicles set up for this type 
of terrain.  The group will head for Howitt High Plains.  The 
second part will travel up the High Plains Road and visit the 
sights along the way.  We’ll join up together at Howitt Hut.  
From here we’ll head for King Billy and the Bluff before we 
get to the Howqua River.  From here we’ll head for home 
via Mansfield.  Terrific views, challenging 4WD and great 
company.  Please contact Michelle if you would like to 
come. 

April 18th – Night Moves 
See what rallying is all about. Join us as we retrace the   
Tunbridge Rally the club ran last year.  You’ll get the route 
instructions and be asked to travel in small groups          
navigating your way.  We’ll leave late afternoon so that 
means we’ll finish before midnight.  We can camp up at Mt 
Cole if you like.  Let Garry know if you’re coming along.  I’ll 
have instructions and maps and all you would get as a    
navigator.  This isn’t timed, so it’s not a race.  It’s to       
experience the navigation challenges.  We’ll leave from the 
clubrooms at 4:00pm and head for Avoca. 

Anzac weekend 25th and 26th of April 
We will camp and have a relaxing weekend by the river at 
one of our member’s country property.  Wayne Haywood 
has offered his property at Vite Vite (south of Skipton) 
where we can camp and fish and generally chill for the 
weekend.  Please let Garry know if you’ll be coming and I 
can give you the directions. 

Simpson Desert 4th July to 26th July 
The trip is filling fast so if you’re thinking of having your 
‘bucket list’ trip, then join us.  We currently have 8 vehicles 
going and can accommodate more.  If necessary we’ll have 
two convoys. Camper trailers are OK except for the desert 
crossing (leave them at Birdsville) and we’ll see the Flinders 
ranges and Corner Country as well as Innamincka, Broken 
Hill, Tibooburra, Birdsville, Oodnadatta etc.  Please let   
Garry know if you want more information. 

FOUR WHEEL DRIVE NEWS - Cont 
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were so good so we explored a few more that I hadn’t been 
on before. 

We finished with Tom’s Hill, named after one of our mem-
bers who drives a small Suzuki.  Last time Tom conquered 
this challenging hill which has several steps and was quite 
steep.  This time it was a high range hill as the grader had 
been over it too. 

We finished the four wheel driving section and headed for 
Torquay and the outskirts of Geelong where we’d end up 
back at Bannockburn.  There’s a great fish and chip shop 
which has become a tradition on this trip, even if it was only 
5:30pm.  Sitting on the fake grass outside the shire offices, 
we finished our early dinner and said our goodbyes before 
heading home. 

 

Another great day thanks to all those who came for the 
drive. 

 

 

FOUR WHEEL DRIVE TRIPS 

Anglesea in February 
Our first one-day trip for 2015 was another great day with 
great company, but the four-wheel driving was not much of a 
challenge.  The tracks had been graded since we were there 
last and the challenges were now easy.  One hill that was a 
real challenge, deep erosion ruts followed by a deep bog hole  
is not a smooth gravel road followed by a smoothly graded 
track through grassland.  Ah well, we had a good day anyhow.   

We left from Buninyong  Botanical Gardens at 9:00 and trav-
elled one of the straightest roads around through Mt Mercer 
and onto a small but challenging forest near Bannockburn.  
This area is a blue gum plantation but has some sandy as well 
as rutted tracks.  Just the thing to get started!  From Bannock-
burn down through Mt Duneed and onto Anglesea, but first a 
short bash in the bush.  The traffic on the highway was ex-
tremely heavy so we chose to keep to the dirt ending up next 
to the waster disposal centre (tip) out the back of Anglesea.  
From there to the riverside picnic area for a relaxed lunch.    

Down around the Anglesea Power Station and onto Red River 
Track, closed during winter but open this time of the year.  
This track was slow with the potholes and there was one 
sandy hill that needed some more power and four-wheel 
drive.  We were running ahead of time as the track conditions 
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CLUB PERMIT SCHEME 
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CLUB PERMITS—HPLATES 
The CH Plate scheme changed as of closing on the 30th of 

January, 2015.    

The following is a summary of those changes.   It is      

comprehensive and a very large learning curve. This    

report is by no means the changes in there entirety but 

simply to enlighten on the parameters involved.   With 

every application, there are variables that have to be   

considered.  

Vehicles made during or after 1949 now require            

roadworthy certificates to qualify for permit  admission. 

Vehicles made during or prior to 1948 only  require a    

roadworthy inspection by the Clubs  Authorised            

signatory. 

Any modifications that were an accepted modification  

prior to 1948 are still accepted as “As manufactured      

design”.   However, any change outside that will make the 

vehicle fall   into the latter following information and will 

quite possibly require full roadworthy and Vass Report 

dependant on the modification. 

Any modification made to vehicles 1949 or after, now   

require a full VASS engineers report of   compliance to the 

rules, if that modification was not an accepted               

manufacturers accessory option at the time it was first 

offered to the public for sale. 

For example, the early Monaro came out with a selection 

of 6 cylinder 186, V8 253 and 308,  Chev 307, 327 and 350 

options, Manual three speed, four speed and automatic.   

Provided they are the same engines and gearboxes       

originally fitted by the manufacturer, they are accepted 

original modifications.   However if you were to fit a Ford 9 

inch diff, or a later five speed gearbox, or the engines have 

been modified beyond that of the manufacturer, then you 

will probably fall into a VASS report having to be obtained. 

How do we get a VASS report?   Vic roads has a list of    

authorised VASS assessors that you can contact.   As they 

are private business, the costs can vary and those          

signatories are entitled to charge whatever fees they whish 

for that purpose. The VASS signatories have insurances,    

labour, overheads etc., that they have to cover so prices 

can and do vary considerably. 

What is involved in a VASS check.  Dependant on the     

severity of the change made to the vehicle will dictate to a 

degree what that signatory has to do for his check with 

regards to compliance with the appropriate laws. 

However, if it is anything that may be construed as possibly 

capable of having an affect or effect on the design from    

manufactures specifications, then it will probably have to 

have a current Roadworthy certificate at the time of the test, 

weigh bridge certificate, proof of manufacturers design 

weight, a current noise pollution EPA test and result, 

(Including exhaust emission and noise), THEN SOME HEFTY 

ROAD TESTING ON CLOSED ROAD WITH     REGARDS TO SPEED 

STABILITY, LANE CHANGE     STABILITY AND GEOMETRY, 

BREAKING PRESSURES, BREAKING DURABILTY, STOPPING  

DISTANCES, WHEEL TRACK DIMENSIONS, WHEEL SIZES and 

TYPES, TYRES, SEATING, SAFETYT BELTS, DASH GUAGES 

(VISIBILITY FROM DRIVERS PERSPECTIVE, ACCURACY OF 

SPEEDOMETER, TRIP AND MILEAGE COUNTER, DASH LIGHTS 

SUCH AS INDICATOR LIGHTS, HANDBRAKE LIGHT ETC, ALL 

CLEARLY      LABELLED), WELDING, ANCHOR POINTS, BODY 

CLEARANCES WITH REGARDS TO MOVING PARTS (including 

wheels, engine, gearbox etc.,).   Just for starters.    

Please note that when applying for a roadworthy for the    

purpose of VASS engineering, it must be obtained prior to the 

VASS test, and the roadworthy certificate will not be signed 

off until after the VASS signatory has certified the vehicle 

modifications as passed.   This in effect means that simply 

because you have obtained a roadworthy certificate, does not 

necessarily mean that the vehicle is legal and able to be regis-

tered or permitted.   So please do not form the misconception 

that a Roadworthy Certificate authorises the vehicle to be 

admitted to the Club Permit Scheme and that the signatory 

must accept that Roadworthy Certificate as justifying the 

modifications as legal under the Club Permit Scheme, (it does 

not and this is only a small part of it).   You then have to take 

the vehicle, EPA test report, roadworthy certificate together 

with the VASS report, back to the Roadworthy tester who will 

then sign the roadworthy into effect.   From there you go to 

the club signatory and have him/her check that the vehicle 

and the modifications are the same as your paperwork, (over 

the hjoist inspection) who then takes dated photographs, 

signs the vic roads paper / documentation form/s for you.   

From here you then attend Vic Roads, hand them a copy of all 

the aforementioned paper work and pay the appropriate fees.   

Vic Roads will then issue a club vehicle log book, and permit 

together with a set of club plats to match.   After that you can 

affix the plates to the vehicle, make and entry in the vehicles 

log book and enjoy.   (I did say it was quite comprehensive so 

be informed and aware).  
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I can say from experience, that the testing conducted is to 

the point of extreme and can take a severe toll on the      

vehicles braking system.  Prior to the test you, must exempt 

the VASS tester / signatory from all responsibility and blame 

if you vehicle fails a test, breaks down, gets damaged or oth-

er like result that may or may not result from the harsh 

testing required whilst in the VASS signatories possession.   It 

is also note worthy that the VASS signatory or his designated 

assistant/s are the ones who will take possession of your 

vehicle for the duration of those tests.   It is at the sole     

discretion of the tester as to if you will be permitted to be 

present during any of the test/ing phase.    

As an example, my vehicle started the VASS testing with 

brand new race brake pads and at the completion I threw 

them away and installed a new set (that certainly did hurt –

the pocket).   That is how severe the tests are conducted.  It 

is all about adverse changes that may have affected the   

vehicles handling design from the manufacture’s compliance 

standards.   For example, the fitting of a roll cage may       

adversely affect the roll of a vehicle around a corner because 

it is top heavy, changing engines from a standard range, may 

affect the balance point between front and rear axles, engine 

mount changes may do like wise or some how affect the 

front end stability due to positioning.   Altering the vehicles 

suspension may apply stress to body work not designed for 

same.    All welding is checked and approved or disallowed.   

The list goes on.    

My personal advice to anyone who is contemplating         

obtaining a VASS compliance for a modification, is that the 

vehicle you are considering getting approved, has those 

changes completed, prior to presentation, to a standard well 

beyond that which you would ordinarily think is               

appropriate or you may just be wasting your time.   If in 

doubt find a VASS signatory, visit him/her and discuss what 

you intend to do before doing it and get their input at every 

stage of the build so that he/she understands what it is you 

are going to present to them, and you understand the    

standard that he/she will not come under.   In other words 

network with the VASS signatory at every step of the        

process. 

Vehicles that have been modified, will now be issued with a 

“M” for modified, plate instead of the “H” version previously 

issued. 

Earlier vehicles will remain on the “H” plate system.   Rally 

vehicles will remain on the Rally Permit scheme. 

 

Those vehicles already on the Club Permit Scheme will      

remain so and not be altered.   However, when the vehicle 

becomes due for renewal, it will require the vehicle to be 

presented, and a set of dated photographs taken to give 

guarantee that it is the vehicle described and has not un-

dergone modification during the previous twelve months 

that will require a VASS report to allow the vehicle to     

remain on the scheme.   In effect, this means that if you 

have a vehicle placed on the permit scheme and it has mod-

ification works carried out on it before the next due date, 

the photographs will show this and the appropriate        

response given to the vehicle owner by the Club Signatory 

AND Vic Roads.   Every time a vehicle comes up for        

renewal from now on will require update photographs to 

be taken and kept on file.   

It is also now encumbant on the club, to bring to the atten-

tion of Vic Roads, within 7 days of becoming aware of any 

such modification, any vehicle on Club Permit, that has 

been modified, from that which it was  when it was last 

signed for by the club signatory (either from the last       

renewal, or from when it was entered after the 30th of    

January, 2015).   So please be aware, the fact that you have 

a vehicle currently on the Club Permit Scheme, does not 

allow for that vehicle to now be modified from that which it 

was at the time it was put onto the scheme.  

As for contacting the club to get a vehicle onto the scheme, 

Chris HALL has resigned his position with regard to new 

admissions to the scheme, as at the 30th of January, 2015.   

He remains a signatory for the purpose of signing renewals 

however.   As for renewals, that need a club signatory to 

sign off, there are now three members Authorised to do so.   

They are, Chris HALL (RP and renewal only), Noel PEERS and 

yours truly, David STEWART for renewals and vehicle      

admission to the Club Permit Scheme. 

The method of having your vehicle renewal dealt with from 

now on has also changed.   As there are over 150 vehicles 

currently on the Ballarat Light Car Club Permit Scheme   

Register, it would require some where in the region of 200 

hours of volunteer work by the Club signatories to attend to 

each and every vehicle when considering travel, etc.,      

involved under the previous system.   (Chris HALL deserves 

a pat on the back for his works over the years in doing this 

large undertaking – it is indeed a monumental task that he 

performed).    

 

CLUB PERMITS—HPLATES cont 
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So from now on, unless exceptional circumstances exist with 

regard to health, being over seas, a vehicle of such             

significance that it is never taken out of the shed (and if this 

is the case, why does it require Club Permit accreditation in 

the first place?) currently undergoing major restoration and 

for that reason not able to be driven at that time, or such like 

that justify the signatory having to come to you.   It is        

incumbent on the member requiring such renewal, to attend 

the Ballarat Light Car Club on meeting nights at least 1 hour 

prior to meeting time, together with the vehicle concerned 

so that the vehicle can be checked as still being that which is 

listed on the permit in original permit condition, photographs 

can be taken, and the paperwork signed off and at the same 

time allowing other members to see your pride and joy that 

otherwise would not be seen.   This will save many hours of 

unpaid thankless work being carried out by a few.   I realise 

that some members may not approve of this change, but in 

reality, you will simply be bringing your permitted vehicle to 

a club meeeting instead of your normal vehicle.   It is in     

reality a club permitted vehicle and as such shouldn’t it be 

seen by the club? 

From now on, New Vehicles required to be admitted onto 

“H” plates, will require an over the hoist inspection for    

roadworthiness (as was previously required) and signing off 

together with photographs taken. 

Vehicles requiring “M” plates will also require an over the 

hoist inspection after obtaining the appropriate VASS report 

and documentation, (including a current roadworthy         

certificate at the time of checking) to attest it complies with 

all the appropriate paper work, photographs taken and 

signed off.    

Please note that in the event that you take too long to   

obtain your VASS report and present the vehicle to the club 

signatory and as a result the Roadworthy Certificate that 

you used for the VASS report, runs out, you will need to get 

another one that is current for the purposes of the Club 

inspection and Entering to Vic Roads.   No CURRENT Road-

worthy Certififcate, no club signatory inspection.   So it is 

very important that when you present your vehicle to the 

VASS signatory, you make sure your vehicle is right the first 

time or it will cost you money and time.   If you fail to     

follow this advise you may very well be charged for two 

appointments by the club signatory  also.   (Please:- Get it 

right the first time). 

Rally permit will still be able to be obtained via Chris HALL as 

previously was or via the normal club channels.  

Fees levied for signing of renewals and checking of new 

admission will remain the same as previously applied. 

I suspect, that the vast majority of Car Clubs using the Club 

Permit Scheme will be audited in the near future to ensure 

compliance so please do not ask those responsible to cut 

corners for you.   You will be asking them to not only put 

the club at risk of losing this scheme altogether, but placing 

the club members who are volunteers in an unacceptable 

legal compromise position.   Respect the system and allow 

the club as a whole to enjoy the privilege for years to come. 

You can read the Vic Roads Bulletins that have been issued 

in respect of these new changes and update your self.   I 

intend to have copies available at the next meeting so 

please feel free to approach me if you require a copy. 

If you require a vehicle permit renewal this month, I will see 

you nice and early at the next club meeting. 

Rusty Mudguards, (Sorry) Best regards, David STEWART,  

Full regulations available on following link 

https://www.vicroads.vic.gov.au/registration/limited-use-permits/club-

permit-scheme/changes-to-the-club-permit-scheme-from-31-january-2015 
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Round 1 Autocross 2015 



 

  17 February 2015 

 



 

  18 February 2015 

EDITOR’S REPORT 
with Chris Stevens 

This year seems to be flying we are now 2 months in with the Swap 

meeting and Tour T Adelaide at Mt Laura having taken place last 

weekend. 

This week we have the Club Trophy Night with special guest speaker 

Phill Brock and then on Sunday we have AX round 2 

Entry Fee on the trophy night will be $5 for members and $10 for 

non members, Included in the price with be supper and great       

entertainment.  Look forward to seeing you all at the club night    

Friday 

Chris Stevens 

Member Small adverts of the Buy, swap & Sell type will        

continue to be Free 

Size  Annual Fee ($)  Month Fee ($) 

Full Page  220.00 22.00 

Half Page  143.00 14.30 

Third Page  119.00 11.90 

Quarter page  99.00 9.90 

Sixth Page  89.80 8.90 

Eighth page  79  7.90 

Notice to Bulletin Advertisers 

If you wish to place an advertisement, please consult the   

Treasurer, Nigel Stevens 0408 519 868  who will arrange an 

invoice and pass the request to the Editor, Chris Stevens for 

inclusion in the appropriate issues. 

Please see the table below for the Annual Fee for Advertising 

Website info 

http://blcc.net.au 
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CLASSIFIEDS  
For Sale - Rod Hall  $70.00 per cubic mtr 

$200.00 for 3 mtr 

 Common Wood 

 

Nissan GTIR  Pulsar $6500.00  —Michelle Daniel Fynch 

 Sr20det 4wd turbo 

Cams app roll cage 

Cams log booked 

Alloy bash plate 

Race seat and harness 

$ 6500ono    -  Located Kyneton Victoria  

Extreme offroad Sunset Camper trailer. 
Made in Ballarat. 
Water tank,  
Sink,  
Stove,  
Stone guard,  
Tool box  
Annex. 
Good condition  $8,500   
Phone  Michele or Bruce  53315297  

Wanted— Your buy or sell items 

Email blcceditor@blcc.net.au  with  details to be listed 

https://www.facebook.com/dmfynch?fref=nf
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NEXT MEETING  FRIDAY 27t February 


