
Mt.Leura, Victoria 

 

An 803m climb used for the Victorian Hillclimb Championship. 

Mt Leura is one of the most picturesque Hillclimb venues on the calendar. As you approach 
Camperdown from the east you see this ancient volcanic cinder cone rising from the plains, and 
as you come closer it’s possible to make out a thin ribbon of road winding its way up and around 
its circumference. From the top of the mount is a magnificent view of the huge caldera and 
several other cinder cones around its edge; there are also a number of lakes and a vast volcanic 
plain stretching out to the north. 
 
Competitors don’t race all the way to the top of this hill; the finish line is about half way up and 
corresponds to where the safety fencing ends. After crossing the finish line competitors continue 
on at a much reduced pace to the lookout car park at the top where they turn around and park on 
the side of the road, back down the hill near the finish line. When about 20 vehicles are 
assembled, the racing stops to allow these cars back down the track and into the pit area. 
The track is narrow and quite deceptive; with only 3 corners it initially looks very easy to master, 
but to get it exactly right takes a great deal of skill and bravado. Turn one is 90-degree up-hill left 
hander with a blind apex and exit that leads into a short straight and a nicely banked right-hand, 
up-hill hairpin. After exiting this corner you climb uphill along what’s known as the ‘Shelf” which 
crests and flattens out a bit into a bumpy breaking area for the ‘Cutting’ which is a tight left-hand 
hairpin with tall, imposing rock walls on each side. It’s quite a climb out of the cutting and around 
a sweeping right hand curve to the finish line. It’s all second and third gear in most cars, which 
probably reach about 120km/h at the fastest point along the ‘Shelf’. 
Each year, the Ballarat Light Car Club conducted one round of the Vic Hillclimb Championship 
over the two days of this meeting. Saturday and Sunday the BLCC use the regular ‘Long Track’ 
where the start line is a couple of hundred meters back from Turn One. Which is sufficient to 
change your car’s attitude into both Turns One and Two and an interesting variation of the 
track.  Some rain into the mix and this gives competitors a slippery run on the normally very 
grippy track. 
 
 



• Mount Leura is a 313-metre scoria cone surrounding a dry crater 100 m deep and is the 
central and most obvious component of a larger volcanic complex southeast of the town 
of Camperdown located in western Victoria, Australia,  

 
• 194 kilometers (121 mi) km south west of the state capital, Melbourne. The inactive 

volcano is thought to have last erupted between 5,000 and 20,000 years ago. The name 
means "big nose" in local aboriginal dialect. 

 
• Mount Leura has hosted the Australian Hillclimb Championship twice, 1985 and 1997. 

The access road to the summit is closed for the competition.  
 

• The Confederation of Australian Motor Sport has sanctioned the Australian Hillclimb 
Championship since 1954. 

 
• Prior to this the Australian Automobile Association sanctioned it, with two events having 

national championship status in 1949. 
 

 
	


